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“8. Sept. 7, Dominica taken from the Englifh by the French, 
The expedition conduéted by the Marquis de Bouille, with a marine 
force of three frigates and a floop. hb | 

Sept. 10, Prince Henry of Pruffia begins his retreat from Bohemia, 
Sept, 17. Prince Henry of Pruffia pafles the Elbe, 
Sept. 26. Alderman Oliver in anfwer to the citizens of Londor, 


who had requefted him to confent to be propofed to the Livery, * 
as Lord Mayor for the enfuing year, obferves, that the precarious | 


fituation of his property, vefted in the once flourifhing W eft-[ndia 
iflands, which he {till hopes continue to belong to the crown of 
Great-Britain, calls for his prefence, and renders it unpoflible for 


him to difcharge the duties of the office. He alfo infinuates, that | 
if thefe iflands {hall fall under the dominion of other powers, which 


he feems to apprehend will be the cafe, he {hall no longer look up- 


on himfelf as a fubje of Britain; for there is a reciprocal duty, 
and allegiance will always go together with protection and juftice, § 
Sept. 27. Dies at Rome, Cardinal Gaetono Fontozzo, who was | 


Created in 1758, by Pope Clement XIII. 


Of. 12. Public prayers put up by the Jewifh nation in all the fy- J 
nagogues of France, for the happy delivery of the auguit queen 


of that kingdom. 

Oé?. 28, Governor Johnftone gives a very fatisfa&tory account 
to his Britannic Majefty of the refult of his commiffion to the Con- 
grefs of America. 

Nov, 1. The Spanifh ambaffador at the court of London, pre- 
fents his remonftrance to his Britannic Majefty, againft the de- 


predations committed by the Britifh fubjects on the commerce of J 


France. 
Nov. 6. Lord Howe at court for the firft time fince his arrival 


from America, and has a conference with his Majefty of Britain, | 


Nov. 6. Lord Howe, Admirals Keppel, Pallifer, and Harland, 
have each feparate conferences with his Majefty of Britain. 

Nov, 27. Vhe king of England makes his {peech to both Houfes 
of Parliament. 

Dec. 13. Uheifland of St. Lucia taken by the Britifh. 

Dec. 23. Heard in Congrefs the anfwer of Brigadier Genefal 
Thompfon to the charge of a breach of privilege brought againtt 
him by the Honourable Thomas M‘Kean, 

Dec. 24. Motion made in Congrefs, and refolved in the affir- 
mative, that Brigadier-General ‘hompfon is guilty of a breach of 
privilege. Motion made, and refolved in the affirmative, that Bri- 
gadicr General Thomfon’s apology is fatisfaCtory. 

Dec. 25, A guard of 25 men near White Plains furprized and 
taken by the Britifh. 
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Dec, 29, The State of Georgia invaded, and the town of Savan- § 
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nah taken, [by a detachment of the forces of the enemy, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, and a fleet of 37 fail, under the com- 
mand of Commodore Hyde Parker. 

1779: ‘fan,2. A refolve of Congrefs, that the States be called 
on to pay their refpective quotas of fifteen millions of dollars in the 
year 1779, and fix millions of dollars for 18 years from and after 
the year 1779, as a fund for finking the em ffions and loans of 
the United States to the 31ft of December 1775, inclufive. 

Fan. 27. ‘J hree tory refugees who had committed feveral robbe- 
ries in the neighbourhood of Mormouth, New-Jerfey, overtaken 
and fhot dead upon the fpot. 

Feb, 1. The State of Delaware accede to the Articles of Confe- 
deration, as propofed by the Congrefs. 

Feb, 2. His excellency General Wafhington fets out for the ar- 
my having during his ftay in this city, received every mark of efteem 
which his accomplifhed fortitude as a foldier, and his exalted qua- 
lities as a gentleman, deferve, 

Feb. 3. In the eo Advertifer, the public is defired to take 
notice that the Sieur de Valnais is commiffioned conful of France 
at the ports of Bofton, and the other ports in the State of Mafia- 
chufets Bay. ‘ 

Feb. 3, Intelligence in the Pennfylvania Evening Poft, that Mor- 
decai Gilt of the American army is promoted to the rank of Bri- 

adier General, 

Feb. 6. ‘The anniverfary of the Alliance between France and 
thefe States, celebrated in this city, 

Feb, 6. His excellency General Wafhington having returned to 
the camp at Middle Brook, approves the orders iffyed by Major- 
General Lord Stirling, during his command at this camp, and thanks 
him for his endeavours to preferve order and difcipline, and the pro- 
perty of the farmers in the vicinity of the camp. 

Feb, 7. Vaken a fcout of twelve of the continental troops at 
Woodbridge, N. Jerfey, by a party of the new levies of the ene- 
my from Staten-Ifland, 

Feb. 8,9. At an adjourned feffion of the City-Court of Phila- 
delphia, bills of indictment are preferred and found by the Grand- 
Jury, againft Carry a negroe man for larceny, in ftealing a large 
fum of money. This cafe is the firft inftance of a flave being tried 
in this ftate by a Grand and Petit Jury. 

Feb. 15. ‘Uhe attention of all ranks of people exceedingly engag- 
ed in the expectation of hearing the important intelligence, which, 
it is faid, an auguft body reteived a few days ago from abroad, and 
the contents of which, it is added, they are in honour and policy 
bound not to divulge for the prefent. Alard-Money offered at the 
rate of fix for one, but refufed, as the exchange is expedtea' to be 
much lower in a fhort time. 

Feb. 18. An Addrefs appears in the General Advertifer from 
W.H. D. to the King of Great- Britain, in which he is put in 

mind, 
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mind, amongft other particulars, that in the fummer of 1777, the 
emprefs of Ruffia rejected his application for a body of her troops, 
with fuch difdain, that her ambaffador at Peterfburgh retired from 
the court, till he received inftruétions from London; and alfo, that 
a fubfequent application from his Majefty to the Emprefs, that her 
fleet fhould aét in conjunétion with his, met with fo dilatory an 
anfwer, as to prevent a renewel of the application. 

Feb. 20. A narrative in the General Advertifer, given upon oath, 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Fergufon, that Gov, Johnftone, contrary to his 
deciaration made upon his honour in the Houfe of Commons, ex- 
preffed hisdefire, that Mrs. Fergufon fhould convey to Jofeph Reed 
an offer of 10,000 guineas and the beft poft in government, for his 
fervices in fettling the difpute between America and Britain. 

Feb. 25. Intelligence in the Pennfylvania Gazette that the 11th 
and 12th articles of the ‘I’reaty between France and America are 
annulled by mutual confent of the parties. 

Feb,25. Intelligence in the General Advertifer, by Letters from 
Parisand Nantz, thatin the months of September, Oétober, and 
November 1778, upwards of one hundred and twenty privateers 
of twenty-two guns and upwards, failed from the ports of Bayonne, 
St. Maioe, and Dunkirk only, who have had prodigious fuceefs ; 
that 10,000 Englifh feamen are in the prifons of France; that for- 
ty Britifh privateers within two months have been brought into 
the ports of Breft,l’Orient, Nantz, and Rochelle; that L’Iphigine 
has brought into L’Orient, a tranfport richly laden, bound to Gib. 
ralter; Le Vherpficore has taken andjcarried into Rochfort the Lif- 
bon packet, bound to London, with a great quantity of gold and 
diamonds, Le Juno has taken the Fox, L’Iphigine has taken the 
Lively ; Le St, Michael has carried two frigates into Corunna 3; 
Le Venguer eight confiderable prizes, ‘I he frigates L’Confolante 
and L’Engageante fixteen prizes taken in the Baltic, 








NOTES to our CORRESPONDENTS. 


Will be inferted in due time, Ode to ‘fanus, from our corre- 
fpondentat Dover.---Ode on Mafonry.---The Siudent,---A Poem on 
the Laft Day, or the Wicked’s Doom. 

Will be inferted in our next, Account of the taking of Fort Mif- 
jiin.--- Effay on keeping Secrets, 


Note to the Public. 

We were waited on about the middle of the month, by a gen- 
tleman in grey, whom we took for Continental Currency, and who 
handed us a compofition, which he called his Reply to the repre- 
fentation and remonftrance of Hard Money, and which we have 
accordingly inferted. A fecond gentleman, whom we find to be 
the real Mr, Currency, the other being only fome friend who had 
perfonated him, was within thefe few days introduced to our corre- 
fpondence, by Hortenfius, with the true anfwer, to which we fhall 
with pleafure give a place in the next number of the Magazine. 
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An ORATION on the Advantages 
of American independence. 


(Continued from page 25.) 


VERY circumftance concurs 

to make it probable, that the 

arts and {ciences will be cultivat- 
ed, extended, and improved in 
independent America. They re- 
uire a frefh foil, and always 
dourith moft innew countries. A 
largevolume of the Book of N: 1- 
ture, yet unread, is open before 


~ us, and invites our attentive pe- 


Oa 


rufal, Many ufeful plants, un- 
known to the moft induftrious 
botanift, wafte their virtues in 
our defert air. 
ourcountry, hitherto untrod by 
the foot of any chymift, abound 
with different minerals. We ftand 
on the fhoulders of our predecef- 
fors, with refpect to the arts 
that depend upon experiment and 
obfervation. he face of our 
country, interfected by rivers, or 
» covered by woods and fwamps, 
give ample [cope for the i improve- 
ment of mechanicks, mathema- 
tics, and natural philofophy, Our 
free governments are the proper 
nurferies of rhetoric, criticifm, 
and the arts which are founded 
on the philofophy of the human 
mind. in monarchies, an ex- 
treme depree of politenefsdife uifes 
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the fimplicity of nature,and ** fets 
the looks at variance with the 
thoughts ;”? in republics, man- 
kind appear as they really are, 
without any falfe colouring: In 
thefe governments therefore, at- 
tentive obfervers have an oppor- 
tunity of knowing all the avenues 
to the heart, and of th: roughly 
underftanding human nature. Lhe 
great inferiority of the moderns 
to the ancients in fine writing, 
is to be referred to this veil cait 
over mankind, by the artificial 
refinements of modern monar- 
chies. From the operation of 
fimilur caufes it is hoped, that the 
free governments of pp erica will 
produce poets, orators, critics, 
and hiftorians, equal to the mot 
celebrated of the ancient com- 
monwealths of Greece and Italy, 
Large empires are lefs favour- 
able to true philofophy. than fmall 
independent ftates. ‘I he autho- 
rity of 2 great author is apt, in 
the former cafe to extinguifh a 
free enquiry, and to give cyrren- 
cy to falfhood unexamined. ‘lhe 
doétrines of Confucius were be- 
lieved all over China, and the 
philofophy of Defcartes in France: 
But neighbouring nations exa- 
mining them without partiality 


repoffeflion, expl ted them 
bok For the fame reafon out 
H feparate 
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feparate ftates, jealous of the li- 
terary reputation of each other, 
and uninfluenced by any partial 
bias, will critically pry into the 
merit of every new opinion and 
fyitem, and nought but truth 
will ftand the teft and finally pre- 
vail, 

'n monarehies, favour is the 
fource of preferment; but in our 
new forms of government, no one 
can command the fuffrages of the 
people, unlefs by his f{uperior me- 
rit and capacity. 

The weight of each ftate in the 
continental fcale, will ever be 
proportioned to the abilities of 
its reprefentatives in Congrefs ; 
Hence, an emulation will take 
place, each contending with the 
other, which fhall produce the 
moft accomplifhed ftatefmen, 
From the joint influence of all 
thefe combined caufes, it may 
{trongly be prefumed, that liter- 
ature will flourifh in America; 
and, that our Independence will 
be an illuftrious epocha, remark- 
able for the fpreading and im- 
provement of fcience, 

A zeal for promoting learning, 
unknown in the days of our fub- 
jection, has already begun to o- 
verfpread thefe United States, In 
the laft feffion of our Aflembly, 
three focieties were incorporated 
for the laudable purpofe of erec- 
ting feminaries of education, Nor 
is the noble fpirit confined to us 
alone: Even now, amidft the tu- 
mults of war, literary inftitutions 
are forming all over the conti- 
nent, which muft light up fuch 
a blaze ot knowledge, as cannot 
fail to burn, and catch, and {pread, 
until it has finally illuminated, 
with the rays of {cience, the moft 
diffant retreats of ignorance and 
barbarity. 


Our change of government 
{miles upon our commerce with 
an afpect peculiarly benign and 
favourable, In a few years, we 
may expect to fee the colours of 
France, Spain, Holland, Pruffia, 
Portugal, and thofe of every o- 
ther maritime power, wavingon 
our coafts ; whilft Americans un- 
furl the Thirteen Stripes in the 
remoteft hatbours of the world, 
Our different climates and foils 
produce a great variety of ufeful 
commodities. ‘Ihe fea wathes 
our coatt along an extenfive tra& 
of two thoufand miles; and no 
country abounds in a greater 
plenty of the materials for fhip- 
building, or has a better profpect 
of arefpectable navy, Our ftately 
oaks, the greater part of which 
would probably have withered in 
their native fpots, had we re- 
mained fubjects, will now be con- 
verted into fhips of war, to ride 
triumphant on the ocean, and to 
carry American thunder around 
the world. Whole forefts, will 
be transformed into veflels of 
commerce, enriching this inde- 
pendent continent with the pro- 
duce of every clime and every 
foil. ‘Ihe wealth of Europe, 
Alia, and Africa, will flow in 
upon America: Our trade will 
no longer be confined by the felf- 
ifh regulations. of an avaricious 
{tep-dame, but follow whether 
intereft leads the way. Ourgreat 


object, asa trading people, fhould., 


be to procure the beft prices for 
our commodities, and foreign 
articles at the moft reafonable 
rates: But all this was cruelly 
reverfed by. Aéts of the Britith 
Parliament, regulating our trade 
in a fubferviency to their own 
emolument; our intereft being 
intirely out of the queition. It 

requires 
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requires but a moment’s recol- 
lection to convince us, that as 
we now have a free trade with 
al} the world, we fhall obtain a 
more generous price for our pro- 
duce, ‘and foreign goods on eaft- 
er terms, than we ever could, 
while we were fubject to a Bri- 
tiih monopoly *. ‘The boatted 
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* That Britifh merchants cave 
us a low price for our commodi- 
ties, appears from this fingle con- 
fideration---they made money by 
exporting them from England. 
If they found it profitable to ex- 
port toba acco, rice, indigo, &c, 
from Britain, it mud be in con- 
fequence of their allowing the 
American colonitts lefs for thofe 
articles, than they would have 
brought in European markets. 
In. this manner, much of our 
produce was fold to the confum- 


“ers, loaded with double freight, 


infurance, and commi ‘ions, over 
and above the aaditional expence 
of unloading and re-loading in 
Great-Britain, he indufrious 
American pianter received no 
more for his produce than the 
pittance the Britifh merchant, af- 
ter referving his own profit, was 
pleafed to soon on the fale there- 
of, brought ¢ market charged 
with this unnecedl ry expence. 
The diftance from “Amerca to 


*thofe places of Eury 7 which con- 


fumed our ftaples, is generally lefs 
than to the Britith ports. from 
all which premifes, it appears un- 


deniably evident, that J American 
commodities, carried directly to 
the countries where they are con- 
fumed, will produce much more 
Clear profit to the plante ry than 
when they arrived there b y the 
circuitous way of Great-Britain 
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Aé&t of Navigation was not in- 
tended for our advantage, nor for 


the 





The fame reafoning holds good 
with refpeét to many /articles im- 
ported from England, which were 
not of its own growth or manu- 
facture; for theywouldcomemuch 
cheaper from the countries where 
they were made, than ever they 
could, while we were obliged to 
receive them through the hands 
of Britifh merchants, loaded with 
double freight, infurance, com~ 
miffions, and fometimes with du- 
ties. If intereft had not filenced 
the voice of juftice, Great- Bri- 
tain, while the obliged us to buy 
at her market, would have con- 
fidered herfelf as bound to fupply 
our wants as cheap, as they could 
be fupplied elfewhere; But in- 
{tead of this, fhe not only fixed 

xorbitant prices on articles of 
her own production, but refufed 
us the liberty of buying from fo-. 
reicners thofe articles which her 
own markets did not afford, and 
had alfo begun the fatal policy of 
{uper- -adding additional duties. 
W hat a fcene of oppreflion does 
this open to us? A great part of 
the price for which our commo- 
dities fold in Europe, as lodg- 
ed in Brith cofters; and we 
were obliged to buy manufac- 
tures of her production, at prices 
of her own xing, and were re- 
{trained from buving even thofe 
articles which fhe could not raite 
where they could be got cheap- 
eft: Befide S, as We durft not buy 
from any others, they had it in 
their power to fix any advance 
on the firft coft that their avarice 
prefcribed, and our neceflities 
weuld permit, 
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the advantage of the whole em- 
pire; but was a glaring monu- 
ment of the all-grafping nature 
of unlimited power, oO enu- 
merate all the ungenerous reftric- 
tions impofed by the Britifh go- 
vermenton American commerce, 
would be an outrage on patience, 
JT’ me only will unfold the whole 
of this myitery of iniquity. A 
few year's experience will thew 
fuch an amazing difference be- 
tween the fettered trade of the 
Britifh Colonies, and the exten- 
five trade of the Free, Indepen- 
dent States of America, as will 
caufe us to fland amazed that we 
fo long and fo patiently fubmit- 
ted to fo many and fuch cruel 
rejtricftions, in one word,, fo 
long as we remained dependent, 
the commerce of this great con- 
tinent would have been facrificed 
to the intereft of a felfifh Euro- 
pean ifland, 

Carolina had particular reafon 
to wifh for the free trade of In- 
d. pendence *, The whole ifland 
ot Great-Britain did not annual- 





* The tobacco colonies were 
alfo great lofers by the Britifh 
monopoly of trade, ‘Lhe duties 
on their ftaple, amounted to 
more than half the firftcoft. Vo- 
bacco exported from Britain, fold 
in European markets tor more 
than double the fum the Ameri- 
can planter received for it,---if it 
fhould become a cuftom in the 
United States, to celebrate the 
anniverfary of ndependence with 
al annual oration, it is hoped that 
fome citizen of Virginia or Ma- 
ryland, will place the felfifh re- 
ftriétions on the exportatron of 
this valuable commodity, in a 
proper light. 
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ly confume more than §000 bar- 
rels of her ftaple commodity, rice ; 
and yet it was an enumerated 
article, The char "Be on unload. 
ing, re-loading, and fhifting every 
cafk, owing to this enumeration, 
was immente; though it ferved 
no other purpofe, but to procure 
jobs for Britifh coopers and wharf- 
ingers. So little regard was had 
to our intereft, while dependent, 
that this enumeration was ob- 

tained by the inftigation of a cap- 
tain Cole: Several veffels com- 
ing from England before him, 

and purchafing rice for Portugal, 

prevented the aforefaid captain of 
a loading; he returned, and in 
refentment faid, carrying rice for 
Portugal was a prejudice to the 
trade of England: And on this 
fingle inftance, fo ill-founded and 
fupported, rice became an enu- 
merated 2 How could 
our trade flourifh, or our pro- 
duce bring its full value, while 
reftricted “by a legiflature fo re- 
gardlefs of our intereft, that a 
petty captain, to fecure himfelf 
a cargo, could prevent our ftaple 
from. being fent direétly to a fo- 
reign market? 

Union with Great-Britain con- 
fined us to the confumption of 
her manufactures, and reftrained 
us from fupplying our wants by 
the improvement of thofe articles 
which the bounty of Heaven had 
beftowed on our country, 
numerous were the inhabitants 
of fome provinces, that they 
could not all find employment in 
cultivating the earth; and yet 
a fingle hat, m: anufactured i in one 
colony, and exported fo: fale to 
anuther, forfeited both veflel and 

cargo, 





§ Gee on Trade, page 21. 
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carco. The fame penalties were 
inflicted for tranfporting wool 
from one to another. Adts of 
Parliament have been made to 
prohibit the erection of flitting 
millsin America, Thus did Bri- 
tifh tyranny exert her power, to 
make us a needy and dependent 
people, obliged to goto her mar- 
and to buy at. her prices; 
and all this at a time wher, by 
her exclufive trade, fhe fixed her 
own prices on our comin 

How widely different is our 
prefent fituation? ‘lhe glorious 
4th of July, 1776, ' pealed all 
thefe cruel reftri€tions, and holds 
forth generous prices, and public 
premiums, for our encourage- 
ment in the erection of ail kinds 
of manufactures. 

We are the firft people in the 
world, who have had it in their 
power to choofe their own fori 
of government, Conftitutions 
were forced onall other nations, 
by the will of their conquerors ; 
or they were formed by accident, 
caprice, or the over-bearing in- 
fluence of prevailfig parties or 
particular perfons: But, happily 
for us, the bands of Britifh go- 
vernment were diffolved at atime 
when no rank above that of free- 
men exifted among us, and when 
we were in a capacityto choote for 
ourfelves among the various forms 
of government, and to adopt that 
which beft fuited our country and 
people. Our deliberations on 
this occafion, were not directed 
by the over-grown authority of 
a conquering general, or the am- 
bition of an afpiring nobility, but 
by the pole-ftar of public good, 
mducing us to prefer thofe forms 
that would moft effectually fecure 
the greateft portion of political 
happinefs to the greateft number 
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of people. Wehad the example 
of all ages for our inftruGtion, 
and many among us were well 
acquainted with the caufes of 
profperity and mifery in other 
governments. 

[n times of public tranquillity, 
the mighty have been too apt to 
encroach on the rights of the ma- 
ny: But it is the great happinefs 
of America, that her independ- 
ent conftitutions were agreed up- 
on by common confent, at a time 
when her leading men needed the 
utmott fupport of the multitude, 
and therefore could have no other 
object in view, but the forma- 
tion of fuch conftitutions as would 
beft fuit the people at large, and 
unite them mott heartily in re- 
pelling common dangers, 

As the itrength of a people 
confifts in their numbers, our fe- 
parate ftates, fentible of their 
weaknels, were actually excited 
by feif-intereft to form fuch free 
governments, as would encou- 
rage the greateft influx of inha- 
birants. In this manner, an emu- 
lation has virtually taken place in 
all the ‘hirteen States, each con- 
tending with the others, “whe 
fhould form the freeft conftitu- 
tion. Uhus Independence has 
been the fruitful parent of go- 
vernments formed on equa! prin- 
ciples, more favourable to the 
the liberty and happinefs of the 
governed, than any that have yet 
been recorded in the annals of 
hiftory. 

While we were dependent on 
Britain, our freedom was out of 
the queftion; for what is a free 
ftate, but one that is governed 
by its own will? What fhadow 
of liberty then could we poflefs, 
when the fingle N O of a King, 
3000 miles diftant, was — 
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ent to repeal any of our laws, 
however ufefuland falutary ; and 
when we were to be bound in all 
cafes whatfoever by men,in whofe 
election we had no vote, who 
had an intereft oppofed to ours, 
and over whom we had no con- 
troul? The wit of man could 
not poffibly devife any mode, 
that.would unite the freedom of 
America, with Britain’s claim of 
unlimited fupremacy. We were 
therefore reduced to the alter- 
native of Liberty and Independ- 
ence, or Slavery and Union. We 
wifely chofe to cut the Gordian 
knot, which tied old Britain to 
the new, and to aflume our in- 
dependent ftation among the em- 
pires of the world. Britain, had 
ihe honeftly intended it, was in- 
capable of governing us, for the 
great purpofes of government. 
Our diftance, and other local 
circumftances, made it impoffible 
for her to be fufficiently acquain- 
ted with our fituation and wants : 
But admitting it was in her power, 
we had no reafon to expect that 
fhe would hold the reins of go- 
vernment for any other end but 
her own advantage. Humanna- 
tureis too felfifh, too ambitious, 
for fs to expeét, that one coun- 
try will govern another, for an 
but interefted purpofes, “I’o.ob- 
tain the falutary ends of govern- 
ment, we mutt blend the interefts 
of the people and their rulers ; 
or elfe, the former will infalli- 
bly be -facrificed to the latter, 
Hence, the abfurdity of our ex- 
pecting fecurity, liberty, and 
fafety, while we were fubjects 
of a itate a thoufand leagues dif- 
tant, 

Connection with Britain in- 
volved us in allher quarrels; and 
fuch is the fluctuating ftate of 
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her politics, that we could not 
long expect a political calm, In 
vain did the Atlantic ocean inter._ 
pofe; for, by our unnatural u- 
nion, we were neceflarily drag- 
ged into every war, which her 
pride or ambition might occafion, 
Befides, as fhe chanel the co- 


~ 


lonies as her property, what was_ 


to hinder her from ceding any or 
atl of them to the different Eu- 
ropean ftates? “hus, while we 
had no independent government 
of our own, we might have been 
the {port of various contending 
powers, and toffed aboug, like 
a foot-ball, from one to the o- 
ther, 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


PoxtiricaL Discourses,No,7. 
(Continued from page 28.) 


2, KT OAH ’s character, A 
preacher. | fhall not fay that 

he was in orders regularly bred 
and appointed ; for I do not know 
that any line of education for the 
church was as yet regularly e- 
{tablifhed. Be this as it may, his 
blamelefs life was a_ conftant 
fermon to his neighbours, 
His admonitions and inftruéctions 
more efpecially gave him a title 
to the character of preacher. He 
bore an open and an honeft tef- 
timony again{ft the manners of 
the age in which he lived. He 
warned individuals,and hewarned 
publicly. The mountain on which 
he built the ark, may have been 
principally his pulpit. Multitudes 
of perfons, no doubt, had come 
to vilit him upon this eminence, 
It was a new thing to build a vef- 
fel on the mountain top, and fo 
diftant 
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diftant from the waters. ‘The op- 

rtunity of multitudes conven- 
ed upon, the mountain, he fre- 
quently embraced to roufe them 
to a fenfe of danger, and to call 
them to repentance. From the 
mountain, as a type of Chritt, he 
preached every day to one or 
other party, who, led by curiofi- 
ty, had come to vilit him, ‘The 
feventh day, forgotten by the 
world as a Sabbath, but kept by 
them as a day of recreation, and 
amufement, may have been that 
on which he delivered them the 
moft alarming difcourfes, On 
thisday, he himfelf refted from 
his labour; and on this day, as 
a holy day, it may have been 
acreed upon, to meet in oneand 
another pleafant party, to take a 
walk to fee the old grey-headed 
preacher on the mountain. ‘That 
we may conceive what he may 
have faid to them, let us confi- 
der, 

. 3. His doétrine, Righteoufne/s, 
The word rendered righteouf- 
nefs, has its origin from the word 
which fignifies aw. By law we 
are to underiftand the relation of 
man to the Deity, and the rela- 
tion of man to his neighbour. 
Conformity of action to the firft 
conceived line, is religion, and 
conformity of action to the fecond, 
is moral equity and juftice. Both 
of thefe are included in the word 
nghteoufnefs. here is alfo im- 
plied in it, that whichis the fanc- 
tion of the law, rewards and pu- 
nifhments. 

it was this righteoufnefs which 
Noah preached to the world. He 
explained the great duty of re- 
verence to him from whom we 
have our breath, and by whom 
We are fupported, He explained 
the natural rights of men in foci- 
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ety, and levelled his arguments 
againft the tyranny which fome 
endeavoured to eftablifh, He 
held up to view the -penalty of 
fuch attrocious injuftice, ‘and 
urged to their minds the im- 
mediate vengeance of the deluge, 
which was about to overtake 
them. On the mountain head, 
where he built the ark, we may 
conceive him to have fpoken to 
the following, purpofe--- 

Sons and daughters of the fal- 
len.and unhappy Adam, You are 
itruck with furprife to fee me thus 
engaged on the mountain: you 
are not able to conceive what | 
mean by this ark which you feea- 
building.--Itis far from the ocean 
and therivers; andit isnot inthe 
ufual courfe of nature, that the 
water fhould forfake its beds and 
rife to a level with this eminence. 
Neverthelefs the day is faft ap- 
proaching when fuch fhall be the 
great phenomenon of nature--- 
not long hence you fhail behold 
the ocean {well---Uhat ocean to 
the fouth fhall forfake its bed, and 
roll its billows on the fummit of 
this mountain. The fountains of 
the great deep fhall be broken up: 
they fhall burft from their con~ 
finement, and pour a deluge on 
the world. ‘The ftorms fhall de- 
fcend and mingle from above: 
The waters fhall prevail upon the 
earth. Fifteen cubits higher than 
the f{ummit of the higheit moun- 
tain fhall they rife: All flef fhall 
perifv: Every thing that hath in 
it the breath of life fhail be de- 
Itis therefore bigh time 
that you aroufe yourfelves, and 
break off every wicked courfe 
of aétion. You have feen (many 
of you) Methufaleh, and have 
heard of the piety of Enoch: 
tHiow far are you degenerated 
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from the piety of fuch great ori- 
ginals? For this is the wrath of 
God about to come upon you; 
and vengeance, fpeedy vengeance 
is threatened to the world. Re- 
pent, therefore, of yourcrimes, 
that when the mighty Judge fhall 
overwhelm the world in the bu 
rial place of waters, he may ex- 
tend mercy to your fpirits, 

4, | am, in the latt place, to 
apply the fubjeét. ‘The ftate of 
the world, at leaft in this quar- 
ter of it, at the prefent time, is 
not much unlike the ftate of the 
world at the time of Noah. The 
earth is filled with violence,---- 
Wicked men, if not the linea! 
defcendants, yet in the fpirit of 
the firft-born Cain, have ravag- 
ed our globe. Brothers by lan- 
guage, by religion, by confan- 
‘uinity (many of them) have 
Siskel their fwords in a bro- 
ther’s breaft. ‘lhe famine of the 
jail, the fever of the camp, the 
ficknefs of the hofpitals, and the 
death bed wounds of the foldier 
on the field of battle, have watft- 
ed many parts of our country, 
In the mean time, the voice of 
many honeft men, like the voice 
of Noah on the mountain, has 
‘been lifted up to diffuade from a 
-courfe of action fo hoftile to o- 
thers, and fo pernicious to them- 
felves.. The voice of a Burgh; 
a Price, and a bifhop of St, Afaph 
has been lifted up againft the in- 
juftice of the claim of Britain, 
and the ruinous confequences of 
perfifting init. “The voice of a 
noble and incorrupt minority of 
Lords and Commons, has been 
lifted up to reclaim (if poffible) 
the fteps of thofe in power in 
their wild career of unchecked 
and unlimited ambition. The 
voiceof many wife men amongft 
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the neighbouring nations on the 
continent of Europe, has been 
lifted upin expreffions of aftonifh. 
ment at the mad fyftem that has 
been adopted by an infatuated 
miniftry, againft the rights of 
human nature. The voice of 
many thoufand ftatefmen and 
patriots on the mountain tops, 
and the far-bending fhores of 
America, has been lifted up ; and 
it isthe declaration that they will 
enjoy freedom, or die in the at- 
tempt to fupport it. It is the 
univerfal found of the mighty 
voice--- Defift, O Britain! from 
the cruel thought of fubjtgating 
men whofe birth-right is hberty ; 
and let not the fharp edge of ty- 
ranny be rendered {til more 
fharp, that like amachine of fwift 
wheels and edges, when the food 
which fupplied it amongft others 
is exhautted, it may return and 
gricd upon thy own fubftance, 
Itis thy glory, O Britain! to be 


free ; and itis even thy happinefs 


that America be independent, 
Recal {peedily thy troops from 
her long-coafted fhores--- Revoke 
thy bloody ediéts, and give peace 
to a bleeding, but unconquered, 
and {till to be unconquered coun- 
try. 

This is the voice of nations; 
and my voice mixing with it, like 
a {mall current running to the 
ocean, would repeat the loud 
found, and pronounce a Me- 
mento mori---to Britain, Even. 
though hoftile, yet J feel myfelf 
interefted in her fate, I call to 
mind the fweet remembrance of 
her once friendly plains, her 
white rocks, and her ful-refound- 
ing fhores, { travel in imagina~ 
tion on the banks of the Cam, 
the His, and the Avon, where 
the fair form of a Shakefpeare 
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Upon our journey. 


The Cave 


files tomy view, Iam touched 
with the magic found ofa Milton’s 
harp, and the lyre of a Gray 
modulating foft mufic to my ra- 
vifhed ear. [ lift my thought to 
the noble ftrain of Pope, arid 
feel the enthufiafm of the bard 
rufhing on my foul. I walk 
with her philofophers,----- the 
Lockes, the Bacons, and the 

~ Newtons. that fhe boafts. I 
mingle with her ftatefmen and 
patriots of every name---her Sir 
Thomas Mores----her William 
Temples---her Hampdens---her 
Sidneys---her Raleighs--her Har- 
ringtons---her Ruflels, and all the 
illuftrious throng that adorns her 
chronology in every age, i feel 
a momentary impulfe of concern 
fora country that gave thefe noble 
fpirits birth. I could wifh that, 
bounded in her empire, fhe were 
immortal in her date. But the 
will of Heaven has determined 
otherwife, and fhe is infatuated 
in her counfels. Her renown 
"is declining from its fummit : 
Her great names fade upon my 
fight : Her virtue, her patri- 
otiim difappears: Her glory 
in commerce and in war is 
wholly gone. She is loft from the 
things that ave, and the cold 
fhades of oblivion are gathering 
on her ifle, 





The Cave of Vannes. 
(Continued from our laf?) 


THE light began to dawn thro’ 
a {mall ssiabaee of the apart- 
Ment in which we lay, when we 
propofed to arife, and fet out 
My fons, 
Gid the matter of the cave, who 


of Vanheft. 6t 


in the mean time was awaked on 
the fofa, and overheard our con- 
verfation, this morning is un- 
favourable to the traveller ;---- 
we fhall have rain upon the earth; 
and as you are now thelte:ed by 
a friendly roof, be contented and 
wait a day of fair weather. Sir, 
faid I, the {ky appears fomewhat 
cloudy ; but we apprehend there 
will be but little rain. *Not fo, 
my fons, faid the mafter of the 
dwelling, | perceive by the hazi- 
nefs that fettles on the diftant 
top of the mountain, that we 
fhall have a rain of fome days 
continuance, Repofe yourfelves, 
my fons, and think not of leav- 
ing this retreat, until fair wea- 
ther with her dry breezes fhall 
again come tovifit us, Agreeableto 
his advice we compofed ourfelves 
to fleep, and the heavy air of the 
morning fealed up our eyes in a 
pleafing reverie of foft dreams 
and flumbers, 

The day was confiderably ad- 
vanced when we were awaked 
by a foft voice, penetrating to the 
room in which we lay, in the 
following words ** All ye mortals 
who love food, come and tafte 
of this repaft. Here is water 
from the limped rill, wherewith 
to wafh and prepare for break- 
falt.”” Having dreft ourfelves with 
as much difpatch as poffible, we 
advanced to the head of a ftair- 


cafe which communicated with. 


our room, and beginning to de- 
fcend, we were addrefled from 
the lower floor, at the bottom 
of the fteps, by the mafter of 
the dwelling, who had received 
us the evening before, and now 
defired us to walk down to the 
Jower apartment of the cave, and 
partake of the repaft prepared for 
us. We defcended, and were 

introduced 
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introduced by him to the miftrefs 
of the cave, a very amiable lady, 
who with two very lovely daugh- 
ters, juft arriving to the years 
of women, bade us welcome, 
very welcome to the cave of 
Vanhett. 

We caft our eyes around the 
fubteranean apartment, and were 
{truck with the. richnefs of the 
furniture, ‘There ftood a bed at 
one angle of the cave, with a fet 
of hangings of the fineft chintz, 
variegated with a thoufand flow- 
ers of the fpringing year. At 
another angle was placed a beau- 
fet replenifhed with china cups 
and bowls, and with filver plates 
and vafes of every fhape and di- 
menfion, The floor was cover- 
ed with a very rich carpet whofe 
variety of figures refembled that 
which Themiftocles alluded to in 
his converfation with the king of 
Perfia. ‘** ‘Thoughts exprefied 
in-a foreign language and tran{- 
lated, faid that great hero and 
philofopher, is like a carpet roll- 
ed up; you fee the bulk, but 
not the figures of it. But 
thoughts exprefled in a native 
tongue, is to thofe who hear it, 
like the carpet of a king’s hall 
unfolded, and difcovering to the 
eye every {prig, flower, and fan- 
cy, that the imagination of the 
artift has been able to inweave in 
its tapeftried borders.’’ Such was 
the carpet upon which we ftepped 
in this fubteranean refidence. The 
neat but {mall mahogany table 
that ftood upon it, was that around 
which we fat down to breafttaft, 
and which fupported a fet of chi- 
na cups depicted with the tops 
of the jonquil: Alfo a filver tea 
urn of the mott original conftruc+ 
tion. ‘lhe lady handed each of 
us a dith of tea or coffee accord- 


The Cave of Vanheft. 
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ing to our choice, and this with 
a {mile of complacency, that gave 
us to fee fhe thought herfelf hap. 
py in having it in her power to 
ferve us. She was indeed a very 
amiable woman, above the mid- 
dle ftature, but finifhed in her 
perfon, to the laft degree of the 
moft happy eafe and elegance, 
Neverthelefs my whole attention 
was foon diverted from her to a 
careful furvey of her two lovely 
daughters, The. eldeft was of 
that clafs of beauties that are faid 
to be more agreeable than hand- 
fome, that is with features not 
fo regular, but with an air and 
accomplifhment of manner that 
engages the heart, without giy- 
ing warning that it is about to 
engage it, [he younger of the 
two was all that the poets mean 
when they talk of Venus and the 
Graces, Ihe plain of her fore- 
head was beautifully rifing: Her: 
eye-brow een painted : 
her eye itfelf darted a mild, but 
very bright luftre. Her cheek” 
was fweetly vermilioned with 
blufhes, and a fmali mole upon it 
was that on which the power of 
love feemed to ereét his ftandard. 
‘The fine ringlets of her auburn 
heir flowed upon her fhoulders ; 
and her bofom largely uncover- 
ed, as is the mode of thefe times, 
fhewed afkin that without touch- 
ing it appeared as the down on the 

fott flower of the white rofe. 
We were waited on at break- 
fait by the dwart of the cave, who 
was called Bernardus,and in whofe 
vifage folitude was painted like 
the ihading of the twilight, or the 
fog of ahazy eve. This we did 
not wonder at, when we were in- 
formed that he had been born im 
the cave,and had fcarcely ever had 
the curiofity to go above poe 
e 
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He had belonged to the man who 
built the cave, and who having 
died fome years ago, left it to be 
inhabited by the prefent family, 
on whom the boy continued to 
attend, as on his former matter. 

A variety of converfation paf- 
fed during breakfaft. ‘Ihe gen- 
tleman himfelf did not fpeak a 

reat deal, but what he did fay 
3 covered him aman of pious 
thought and attention to the ways 
of providence. You obferve, 
faid he, the Raritan is almoft 
dried up, Which befpeaks what 
we have experienced, avery dry 
fummer ; and yet, what mutt 
appear ftrange, we have never 
had more plenteous crops upon 
the fields than have been this fea- 
fon. We may readily explain 
the phenomenon by bringing 
into view, that though in the 
courfe of this fummer, there have 
been no heavy rains to fink into 
the earth, and fill the bafons of 
the mountains, yet there have 
been afufficiency of gentle fhow- 
ers to fatisfy the foil, and give 
vegetation to the fruits upon it. 
Hence it is that the crops are e- 
very where joyful, and in the 
mean time the channels of the 
rivers dry, 

The day continued to be cloudy 
and to promife rain, which gave 
this plealing family good ground 
of argument acaintt our fetting 
out upon our journey, We were 
indeed by this time fo perfectly 
refigned to their pleafure, that 
we fat down in a tweet and ro- 
mantic difpofition, ready to forget 
the world, and all the hopes of 
eminence that we formed in it, 


a 


(To be continued.) fi b 


That Part of Hiftory on which 
the Cornwalliad is founded. 


] Have faid in my Apology that 
I intend this performance as 
a kind of toema fpiaculare, or - 
offering of atonement, for the 
part fo unfortunately taken by 
me in the affairs of America, un- 
til the declaration of Independ- 
ence. Thatit may be underftood 
by every reader, | fhall give in 
plain profe a fhort fketch of thofe 
tranfaG@ions upon which it is 
principally founded; for though 
| have admitted a degree of 
fable in the ftru€ture of the work, 
yet it is at leaft built upon the 

{trong fupport of truth. 

In the courfe of my relation I 
fhall not hefitate to ufe the word 
Rebels; for | no longer confider 
myfelf as a fubjeé of the States, 
but of his Majefty of England ; 
and before this production {hall 
have feen the light, I expeét to 
be at head-quarters with his Lord- 
fhip in New-York, The i 
which fervesas the ground-wor 
of the poem is as follows: 

General Wafhington with the 
{mall remains of his broken army 
had retreated to the weft of the 
Delaware. An advanced body 
of the royal army, under Lord 
Cornwallis, had penetrated thro’ 
the Jerfeys, to the eaft fide of the 
fame river, ‘Lhe want of boats 
prevented. them from crofling it, 
and marching on to Philadelphia, 
as they had propofed. Having 
frowned on the rebels feveral days 
acrofs the river, they drew off in- 
to winter-quarters, and cantoned 
themfelves at Trenton, Prince- 
con, and Brunfwick, Trenton 
ftands upon the Delaware; and 
Princeton about twelve miles = 

the 



























































































































































































































































the eaft of it, on the main road 
to Brunfwick, which laft town 
is fituate on the Raritan at the 
diftance of eighteen miles from 
Princeton. ! 
All was now fecurity on the 
art of the royal army, when 
General W afhington having col- 
le&ted about feventy thoufand 
men, from the fettlements on 
the weft fide of the Blue Moun- 
tains, very unexpectedly, in the 
depth of winter, and in a hail, 
and fnowy night, pafled the De- 
laware, and beat up the quar- 
ters of the Heffian wciaiide at 
‘Trenton. Thefe troops made 
a brave refiftance, ane having 
flaughtered nine or ten thoufand 
of their enemies, fell down at 
laft weary with the carnage, and 
became prifoners. ‘The rebels 
neverthelefs packed up their awls 
with the utmoft expedition, and 
the fame day re-croiled the De- 
laware. 

His Lordfhip Cornwallis hear- 
ing this, and burning with refent- 
ment, as a good foldier ought to 
do, drew out adetachment of the 
royal army from Princeton and 
Brunfwick, and came down to- 
wards the Delaware, {wearin 
vengeance to the name of Wafh- 
ington, He was met a few 
miles from Trenton by a brigade 
of riflemen, whom he drove be- 
fore him to the main vody on 

he heights to the fouth of ‘T’ren- 
ton, it was now evening, and 
his Lordfhip not choofing to be- 
gin a day’s work too late, fat 
down quietly upon the hillto the 
north of the village, propofing by 
the firtt licht of the morning to 
attack the rebels, and drive them 
to the devil, 

W afhington in the mean time 
having kijdled up about nineteen 
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thoufand fires, and giving out by 
this appearance, that he was ftill 
upon the heights, decamped ve- 
ry early in the night, and bya 
counter-march threw himfelf in 
behind his Lordfhip, and by the 
morning fun was upon theheights 
of Princeton. Here the brave 
General Mawhood, who was on 
his march to join the detachment 
at Trenton, fell in with the re- 
bel General, and drove him back 
for fome time, with great preci- 
pitation: But new forces ftill 
coming up, and no end appear- 
ing ‘0 the columns on the right 
and left, he was obliged to yield, 
ani to draw off to the weit of 
Princeton, 

In the mean time his Lordfhip 
on the hills of Trenton, was a- 
larmed with the cannon, and 
platoons of {mall arms on his 
rear; and more fo, when he 
found the rebels were decamped, 
and could fee nothing, even with 
his /peftacles, but an open plain 
before him, With great forti- 
titude, and admirable prefence 
of mind, he inftantly gave 
orders, and the troops were 
marched to the left about, and 
with ail poffible hafte took the 
road to Princeton; which place 
the rebel general had juft quitted 
with his rear, as the van of the 
royal army came in fight of the 
village. The garrifon left here 
had been made prifoners, thofe 
of them who had not been able 
to efcape to Brunfwick, His 
Lordfhip was not a little appre- 
henfive that the rebel general 


might purfue his rout to this poft, . 


and furprize it allo; a: 1 though 
the circumftance required hatte, 
yet neverthelefs thoueht it neccf- 
fary to proceed wits caution, 
He faw them draw off before 
him, 
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him, as if towards the heights of 
Morriftown ; but fearing a cir- 
cumvention equal to the former, 
he did not chufe to truft appear- 
ances, and therefore when in the 
dufk of night, he came upon the 
heights above the town of Brunf- 
wick, he halted, and’ called a 
ouncil, and fent out fcouts to 
gain intelligence, He was not 
without his fears that the rebel 
general had made himfelf matter 
of the village, and was now lurk- 
ing there to take the royal troops 
unguarded at their entrance. In 
the mean time, a few efcaping 
from the maflacre of Princeton, 
had given information to the bri- 
ade in the town of what had 
Seine, and moreover added, 
that General Wathington was 
on his march in the very neigh- 
bourhood of Brunfwick, that he 
had already thrown a divifion a- 
crofs the Raritan above, to pre- 
“vent their retreat to Amboy ; fo 
that nothing remained but death, 
or to be made prifoners by the 
rebels. A council of officers de- 
‘liberate 2 long time: At laft it 
was determined to fend out {couts. 
Thefefalling inwith thefcoutsfrom 
his Lordfhip Cornwallis, confirm 
each other in the opinion, the 
one that the rebels were in pof- 
feffion of the town, and had 
poinarded the garrifon ; the other 
that General Wafhington was 
upon the heights, and ready to 
come down upon them. [his 
miftake was the foundation of 
Much diftrefs to both; and the 
events Confequent uponit, make 
1, the fubject of our poem, 
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65 
Letter from Adam Smith, LL.D, 


to Wiliam Strahan, Efq. give 
ing [ome Account of Mr. ome 
during his laf? Sicknefs, 


Kirkaldy, Fife-fbire, Nov.g,1796, 

Dear Sir, 

‘T is with a real, thougha very 

melancholy pleafure, that I 
lit down to give you fome ac- 
count of the behaviour of our 
late excellent friend, Mr. Hume, 
during his laft illnefs. 

Though, inhisown judgment, 
his difeafe was mortal-and incur- 
able, yet he allowed himfelf to 
be prevailed upon, by the en- 
treaty of his friends, to t-y what 
might be the effects of a long 
journey, A few days before he 
fet out, he wrote that account 
of his own life, which, together 
with his other papers, he left to 
your care, My account there- 
fore, fhall begin where his ends, 

He fet out for London towards 
the end of April, and at Mor- 
pheth met with Mr. John Home 
and myfelf, who had both come 
down from London on purpofe 
to fee him, expecting to have 
found him at Edinburgh, Mr, 
Home returned with him, and 
attended him during the whole 
of his ftay in England, with that 
care and attention which might 
be expected from a temper fo 
perfeétly friendly and affectionate, 
As I had written to my mother 
that fhe might expect me in Scot- 
land, 1 was under the neceffit 
of continuing my journey, His 


difeafe feemed to yield to exercife 
and change of air ; and when he 
arrived in London, he was ap- 
parently in much better health 
than when he left Edinburgh, He 
was advifed to go to Bath to 
drink the waters, which nppeer, 
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ed for fome time to have fo good 
an effeét upon him, that even he 
himfelf began to entertain, what 
he was not apt to do, a better 
opinion of his own health, His 
fymptoms, however, foon re- 
turned with their ufual violence, 
and from that moment he gave 
up all thoughts of recovery, but 
fubmitted with the utmoft cheer- 
fulnefs, and the moft perfect 
complacency and refignation, Up- 
on his return to Edinburgh, tho’ 
he found himfelf much weaker, 


. yet his cheertulnefs never abated, 


and he continued to divert him- 
felf, as ufual, with correéting his 
own works for a new edition, 
with reading books ofamufement, 
with the converfation of his 
friends; and, fometimes in the 
evening, with a partv at his fa- 
vourite game of whiit. His 
cheerfulnefs was fo great, and his 
converfation and amufements run 


fo much in their ufual ttrain, that, - 


notwithftanding all bad fymp- 
toms, many people could not be- 
lieve he was dying, ** I fhall tell 
your friend, Col. Edmonttone,”’ 
faid do&er Dundas to him one 
day, \** that I left you much bet-, 
ter, and in a fair way of reco- 
very.”’-s--** Doétor,”’ faid he, 
** as 1 believe you would not 
chufe to tell any thing but the 
truth, you had better tell him, 
that [ am dying as faft as my 
enemies, if I have any, could 
wifh, and as eafily and cheerful- 
ly as my beft friends could detire,”” 
Colonel Edmonttone foon after- 
wards catne to fee him, and take 
leave of him; and on his way 
home, he Could not forbear writ- 
ing him a letter, bidding him 
once more an eternal adieu, and 
applying to him, as to a dying 
man, the beautiful French verfes 





of a Deift and a Chriftian. 
in which’ the Abbe Chaulieu, in 
expectation of his own death, la- 
ments his approaching feparation 
from his friend, the Muu de 
la Fare. Mr, Hume’s magna- 
nimity and firmnefs were fuch, 
that his moft affectionate friends 
knew, that they hazarded no- 
thing in talking or writing to, 
him as to a dying man, and that 
fo far from being hurt by this 
franknefs, he was rather pleafed 
and flattered by it. I happened 
to come into his room while he 
was reading this letter, whichhe 
had juft received, ‘and which he 
immediately fhowed me, [ told 
him, that though I was fenfible 
bow very much he ‘was weaken- 
ed, and that appearances were in 
many refpects very bad, yet his 
cheerfulnefs was ftill fo great, 
the fpirit of life feemed to be 
{till fo very ftrong in him, that ] 
could not help entertaining fome 
fainthopes. He anfwered,** Yout> 
hopes are groundlefs, An habi- 
tual diarrhcea of more than a 
year’s ftanding, would be a very 
bad difeafe at any age: atmy age 
itis a mortal one. When kite 
down in the evening, I feel my- 
{elf weaker than when I rofe in 
the morning ; and when I rife in 
the morning, I feel myfelf weak- 
er than when I lay down in the 
evening, Iam fenfible, befides, 
that fome of my vital parts are 
affected, fo that 1 muft foon dies 
“© Well, faid |, it it muft be fo, 
you have at leait the fatisfaction 
of leaving all your friends, your 
brother’s family in particular, m 
great profperity,” 
he felt that fatistaction fo fenfibly, 
that when he was reading a few 
days before, Lucian’s Dialogues | 
of the Dead, among all’ the ex 
cufes which are alledged to Cha- 
ron 


He faid, that & 
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for not entering readily in- 
a boat, he at hos’ Ge 
one that fitted him; he had no 
houfe to finifh, he had no daugh- 
ter to provide for, he had no e- 
nemies upon whont he wifhed to 
revenge himfelf. ** 1 could not 
well imagine, faid he, what ex- 
cufe | could make to Charon in 
order to obtain alittle delay, [ 


» have done every thing of confe- 


uence which I ever meant to 
bs. and | could at ro time ex- 

to leave my relations and 
friends in a better fituation than 
that in which | am now likely to 
leave them; |, therefore, have 
all reafon to die contented,”” He 
then diverted himfel: with invent- 
ing feveral jocular excufes, which 
he fuppofed he might make to 
Charon, and with mnagining the 
very furly anfwers which it might 
fuit the character of Charon to 
return to them. ‘* Upon fur- 
ther confideration, faid he, 1 
thought | might fay to him, Good 
Charon, | have been correcting 
my works for a new edition. Al- 
low me a little time that | may 
fee how the public receives the 


' alterations.”? But Charon would 


anfwer, ** When you have feen 
the effect of thefe, you will be 
for making other alterations. 
There will be no end of fuch ex- 
cufes; fo honeft friend, pleafe 
ftep into the boat.”? But | might 
ftill urge, ** Have a little pati- 
ence, good Charon, | have been 
endeavouring to open the eyes 
of the public. It | live a few 
years longer, | may have the {a- 
tisfaction of feeing the downfal 
of fome of the prevailing fy{tems 
of fuperftition.” But Charon 
would ‘then lofe all temper and 
decency. ** You loitering rogue, 
that will not happen thefe many 
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hundred years: Do you fancy I 
will grant you a leafe for fo long 
aterm? Get into the boat this 
inftant, you lazy loitering rogue,” 

But, though Mr, Hume al- 
ways talked of his approaching 
diflolution with great chearful- 
nefs, he never affeéted to make 
any parade of his magnanimity,. 
He never mentioned the fubject 
but when the converfation natu- 
rally led to it, and dwelt no long- 
er upon it than the converfation 
happened to require: it was a 
fubject indeed which occurred 
pretty frequently, in confequence 
of the inquiries which his friends, 
who came to fee him, naturally 
made concerning the ftate of his 
health. The converfation which 
1 mentioned above, and which 
pafied on Thurfday the 8th ‘of 
Auguft, was thelatt, except one, 
that | ever had with him, He had 
now become fo very weak, that 
the company of his moft intimate 
friends fatigued him ; for his 
cheerfulnefs was {till fo great, his 
complaitance and focial difpofiti- 
on were ftill fo entire, that when 
any friend was with him, he could 
not help talking more, and with 
greater exertion, than fuited the 
weaknefs of his body. At his 
own defire, therefore, 1 agreed 
to Jeave Edinburgh, where I was 
ftaying partly upon his account, 
and returned to my mother’s 
houfe here, at Kirkaldy, upon 
condition that he,would fend for 
me whenever he withed to fee 
me; the phyfician who faw him 
moit frequently, Dr, Black, un- 
dertaking, in the mean time, to 
write me occafionally an account 
of the ftate of his health. 

On the 22d of Auguft, the 
doétor wrote me the following 
letter: 


«¢ Since 
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«€ Since my laft, Mr. Hume 
has paffed his time pretty eafily, 
but is much weaker. He fits up, 
goes down ftairs once aday, and 
amufes himfelf with reading, but 
feldom fees any body. He finds 
that even the converfation of his 
moft intimate friends fatigues and 
oppreffes him; and it is happy 
that he does not need it, for he 
is quite free from anxiety, im- 
patience, or low {pirits, and paf- 
fes his time very well with the 
affiftance of amufing books.” 

) received the day after a let- 
ter from Mr. Hume himfelf, of 
which the following is an extract : 


Edinburgh, 23€ Auguft, 1776. 
66 My deareft Friend, 

] am obliged to make.ufe of 
my nephew’s hand in writing to 
you, as! do not rife to-day, 

* ] vo very faft to decline, and 
laft night had a fmall fever, which 
| hoped might put a quicker pe- 
riod to this tedious ilnefs, but 
unluckily it has, in a great mea- 
fure, gone off, | cannot fubmit 
to your coming over hereon my 
account, as it is poffible for me 
to fee you fo fmall a part of ‘the 
day, but Doctor Black can bet- 
ter inform you concerning the 
degree of {trength which may 
from time to time remain with 
me. Adieu, &c.” 


Three days after | received the 
following letter from Dr. Black: 


Edinburgh, Monday, 4uguft 26. 
1776, 
66 Dear Sir, 
¢¢ Yefterday about four o’clock 
afternoon, Mr. Hume expired. 
‘Lhe near approach of his death 


o 


became evident in the night bes 
tween ‘Thurfday and Friday, 
when his difeafe became excefhive, 
and foon weakened him fo much, 
that he could no longer rife out 
of his bed, He continued to the 
laft perfectly fenfible, and free 
from much pain or feelings of 
diftrefs. He never dropped the 
{malleft expreflicn of impatience; 
but when he had occafion to 
fpeak to the people about him, 
always did it with affection and 
tendernefs, | thought it impro- 
per to write to bring you over, 


rT 


efpecially as | heard that he had ° 


dictated a letter to you, defiring 
fou not to come. When he 
poceuen very weak it coft him an 
effort to fpeak, and he died in 
fucha happy compofure of mind, 
that nothing could exceed it.” 


Thus died our moft excellent, 
and never to be forgotten friend ; 
concerning whofe philofophical 
opinions men will, no doubt, 
judge varioufly, every one ap- 
proving or condemning them, ac- 
cording as they happen to coin- 
cide or difagree with his own; 
but concerning, whofe character 
and conduct there can fcarce be 
a difference of opinion. His 
temper, indeed, feemed to be 
more happily balanced, if 1 may 
be allowed fuch an expreffion, 
than that perhaps of any other 
man | have ever known, Even 
in the loweft ftate of his fortune, 
his great and neceflary frugality 
never hindered him from exer- 
ciling upon proper occafions, acts 
both of charity and generofity. 
It was a frugality founded, not 
upon avarice, but upon the love 
of independency, ‘The extreme 
gentlenefs of his nature never 
weakened either the firmneds of 

his 
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his mind, or the fteadinefs of his 
refolutions. His conftant plea- 
fntry was the genuine effufion 
of good nature and good humour, 
tempered with delicacy and mo- 
defty, and without even the flight- 
eft tinéture of malignity, fo fre- 
uently the difagreeable fource 
of what is called wit in other 
men. It never was the meaning 
#f his raillery to mortify; and 
therefore, far from offending, it 
feldom failed to pleafe and delight, 
even thofe who were the objects 
of it. ‘I’o his friends who were 
frequently the objects of it, there 
was not perhaps any one of all 
his great and amiable qualities, 
which contributed more to en- 
dear his converfation, And that 
gaiety of temper, peers in 
fociety, but which 1 often ac- 
companied with frivolous and fu- 
perficial qualities, was in him 
certainly attended with the mofi 
fevere application, the moft ex- 
tenfive learning, the greateft 
depth of thought, and a capacity 
inevery refpect the moft com- 
prehenlive, Upon the whole, | 
have always confidered him, both 
inhis life-time and fince his death, 
as approaching as nearly to the 
idea of a perfectly wife and vir- 
tuous man, as perhaps the na- 
ture of human frailty will per- 

mit, I ever am, dear Sir, 

Moft affeQtionately yours, 

ADAM SMITH. 





Some of the laft choice Words of 
that eminently Pious Servant of 
Ged, Samuel Finley *, 


Friday, Fuly 11. 1766. 
HE Rev. Mr. Richard Treat 
came to vifit the Doctor, 


~ 


® The late Dr. Finley, Pre- 


ent of the college of New fer/ey. 
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who defired that he would pray 
by him, Being afked what he 
fhould pray for; he anfwered, 
** Befeech God that he would 
be pleafed to let me feel, juft as 
I did at that time when I firft 
clofed with Chrift, at which time 
I could fcarce contain myfelf out 
of heaven,” 

Dr, S-~—— acquainted him that 
he could live but a few days 
longer ; at which he lifted up his 
eyes with much compofure, fay- 
ing, ** Then welcome Lord Je- 
fus,”’ He declared himfelf under 
the greateft obligations to the 


‘Doétor for his kind and diligent 


attendance during his illnefs, and 
faid, ** | owe a large catalogue 
of debts to my friends, which 
will never be charged to my ac- 
count; God will difcharge them 
for me.” 

‘July 13th, Sunday noon. Dr. 
C came to his bed-fide, 
and told him there appeared a 
very vilible alteration in his coun- 
tenance, by which he judged death 
was not far off. He raifed him- 
felf from his pillow, and broke 
out, ** Then may the Lord bring 
me near to himfelf--+] have wait- 
ed with a Canaan hunger for the 
promifed land---] have often won- 
dered that God fuffered me to 
live---] have wondered more that 
ever he called me to be a mini- 
{ter of his word. He has often 
afforded me much ftrength, and 
though | have abufed it, he has 
returned in mercy. ©! how 
{weet are the promifes of God! 
Oh! that 1 could fee him as | 
have feen him heretofore in his 
fanétuary ! Although | have ear- 
neftly defired death as the hire- 
ling pants for the evening fhade, 
yet will | wait my appointed tune. 
| have ftruggled with principali- 

. tics 
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ties and powers, and have been 
almoft brought to defpair---Lord 
let it fuffice.’’ 

He now clofed his eyes, and 
fervently prayed that God would 
ihew him his glorybefore he de- 
parted hence,---that he would e- 
nable him to endure patiently to 
the end---and, particularly, that 
he might be kept from difhonour- 
ing the miniftry, He refumed 
his difcourfe faying, ** 1 cantru- 
ly fay that ] have loved the fer- 
vice of God----] know not in 
what language to fpeak of my 
own unworthinefs: | have been 
undutiful: 1 have honeftly en- 
deavoured to act for God, but 
with much weaknefs and corrup- 
tion,’ Here he lay down, and 
{poke as follows---** A Chrifti- 
an’s death is the beft part of his 
exiftence, The Lord has made 
provifion for the whole way, 
provifion for the foul and for i 
body. QO! that | could recol- 
leét Sabbath bleffings, “he Lord 
has given me many fouls as a 
crown of my rejoicing. Blefled 
be God, eternal reft is at hand: 
Eternity is long enough to en- 
joy my Goc. This has animat- 
ed me in my fevereft ftudies, 1 
was afhamed to take reft here. 
©! that 1 could be filled with 
the fulnefs of God! that fulnefs 
which fills heaven,’’ 

One afked him, if it was in his 
choice either to liveor die, which 
he would prefer; he r€plied, 
‘* To die. ‘Though | cannot 
but fay 1 feel the fame difficulty 
with St. Paul. But fhould God 
by a miracle prolong my life, 1 
will {till continue to ferve him: 
His fervice has ever been {weet 
tome. 1 have loved it much. | 
have tried my Matfter’s yoke, 
aid will never fhrink my neck 
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from it---- His yoke is eafy, and 
his burden light.”” You are mote 
cheerful, Sir, faid one of the com- 
pany: ** Yes, 1 rife or fall as 
eternal reft appears neareg or far. 
ther off,” It being obferved to 
him, that he always uofed that §. 
expreffion * Dear Lord,’ in his 
prayers; he anfwered ** Oh! he 
is very dear, very precious in- 
deed! how pretty for a miniftey F 
to die upon the Sabbath! 1] ex- | 
peét to fpend the remaining part F 
of this Sabbath in heaven,’’ One 
faid, You will foon be joined to 
a bleffed fociety ; you will for 
ever converfe with Abrahan, | 
liaac, and Jacob---with the fpirits j 
of juft men made perfect---with | 
old friends, and many old fafhi- 
oned people. ‘** Yes, Sir (he 
replied with a fmile) but they are | 
a moft polite people now,”’ 
He frequently expreffed great 

prasieee to his friends around 

im, but very particularly to the } 
kind family he was in; and faid, 
** May the Lord repay you for 
your tendernefs of me---May he 
blefs you abundantly not onl 
with temporal but fpiritual blef- 
fings,”’ Addreffing himfelf to all 
that were prefent, he faid, « Oh! 
that each of you may experience 
what, blefled be Goa, 1 do, when | 
ye come todie! may you have the 
pleafure of reflecting in a dying 
hour, that with faith and pati 
ence, zeal and fincerity, you have 
endeavoured to ferve the Lord; ff 
that each of you may be imprefled} | 
as lhave been, with God’s word, § 
looking upon it as fubftantial, 
and not only fearing, but unwil- 
ling to offend againit it.”’ 

‘o a perfon about to return te 
Princeton, he faid, ** Give my 
love to the people of Princeton; J 
tell them 1 am going to die, and j 
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thit | am not afraid of death.’ 
He would fometimes cry out, 


“« The Lord Jefus take cate of 


his caufe in the world.’ 
Monday 14th, Waking this 


-morning, ** Oh! what a dif- 


appointment have | met with; 
| expected this morning to have 
been in heaven,” His great 
weaknefs prevented his much 


| fpeaking to day : what few words 
bart & ' 


(he j 


are 


reat 
und 


separa 


he uttered, breathed the langu- 
ave of triumph, 

 Tuefday 15th. With a pleafing 
fmile and {trong voice he cried 
out, ** O! | fhall triumph over 
every foe! ‘The Lord hath given 


_me the victory---l exult, T tri- 


umph. O! that lcould fee un- 
tainted purity! Now | know 
that it is inypoffible that faith 
fhould not triumph over earth 
and hell---] think | have nothing 
todo now but todie. Perhaps 


the } thave; Lord fhew memy tafk.” 
dil, # . After expreffing fome fears that 
for @ he did not endeavour to preferve 
yhe # his remaining life, through ea- 
onl oer to depart ; and being told 
lel- § he did nothing inconfittent with 
» all felf-prefervation, he faid, ‘* Lord 
Oh! Jefus into thine hands 1 commit 
nee | myfpirit. J da it with confidence 
hen |) <7 do it with full affurance. | 
the | know that thou wilt keep that 
ying | which | have committed unto 
ality | thee. Ihave been dreaming too 
eer laft of the time of my departure. 
re lfind it does not come; but the 
led} & Lord is faithful, and will not tar- 
ord, } ty beyond his appointed time.” 
til, | “When one who attended him 
wils 9 told him his pulfe grew weaker, 
B heexpreffed with pleafure ¢* Vhat 
into fit was well.” He often would 
my} Put forth his hand to his phyfici- 
tony © ans, and afk them how his pulfe 
and j t; and would rejoice when 
that 9 he 


ne was told it was fluttering or 


| Uregular, 


In the afternoon the Rev. Mr. 
Spencer came to fee him, and 
faid, | am come, dear Sir, to hear 
you confirm by faéts the gofpel 
you have preached. Pray how 
do you feel? The Doétor re- 
plied, ** Full of triumph. 1 tri- 
umph through Chrift. Nothing 
clips my wings but the thoughts 
of my diffolution being prolong- 
ed. QO! that it was to night. 
My very foul thirfts for eternal 
reft,” Mr. Spencer afked him 
what he faw in eternity to excite 
fuch vehement defires in his foul? 
He replied, ** 1 fee a God of 
love and goodnefs----] fee the 
fulnefs of my Mediator---] fee 
the love of Jefus, QO to be dif- 
folyed to be with him! 1 long to 
be cloathed with the compleat 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, not on- 
ly imputed but inherent,’ He 
defired Mr. Spencer to pray be- 
fore they parted, ** Pray that 
God would preferve me from 
evil---that he would keep me 
from difhonouring his great name 
in this critical hour, and fupport 
me in my paflage through the 
valley of the (hadow of death.’’ 
He fpent the remaining part of 
the day, in bidding farewell to, 
and bleffing his friends, and ex- 
horting fuch of his children as 
were withhim, He would fre- 
quently cry out, ** Why move 
the tardy hours fo flow.” 

Fuly 16th, His fpeech failed 
him ; he made many efforts to 
{peak, but feldom fo diftinct as 
to be underftood. Mr. R-b-rd--u 
defired him to give fome token 
whereby his friends might know 
whether he {till continued to tri- 
umph; he lifted up his hand, and 
faid, ** Yes.’? ‘Lhis afternoon 
he uttered feverai fentences, but 
little could be collected ave 

rem. 


’ 








72 
them, Some of his very laft 
words concerning himfelf were, 
‘* After one or two more en- 
gagements the conflict wiil be 
over,” 

About nine o’clock he fell in- 
to a found fleep, and appeared 
much freer from pain than for 
feveral days before, He conti- 
nued to fleep without moving in 
the leat till one o’clock; when 
he expired without a figh or a 
groan, or any kind of motion, fuf- 
ficient to alarm his wife, and 
thofe friends who were about his 
bed. 

During his whole ficknefs, he 
was never heard to utter one re- 
pining word. He was at times 
tortured with the moft excruci- 
ating pains; yet he exprefled in 
all his behaviour an entire refig- 
xatiun to the Divine will. In all 
his affecting farewells to his re- 
lations and friends, he was ne- 
ver feen to fhed atear, or fhew 
the leaft mark of forrow. He 
often checked his affectionate wife 
when fhe was weeping; and he 
exprefled his unfhaken confidence 
in the promifes of his God, when- 
ever he fpoke of his dear chil- 
dren. 

His truly polite behaviour con- 
tinued to the laft, and manifeft- 
ed itfelf whenever he called for 
a drop of drink to wet his lips--- 
Every one around him was treat- 
ed with that fame fweetnefs and 
eafe that were fo peculiar and na- 
tural to him, In fine, he was a 
moft ftriking example of that 
faith which kindles love in the 
heart, and produces the fweet 
fruits of meeknets, gentlenefs, 
patience, and every Chriltian 
grace and virtue, 
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Reply of ConTINENTAL Cur. 
RENCY, to the Reprefentation 
and Remonftrance of Hard 
Money. 


To the People of America, 
Citizens, 

T is extremely difagreeable to 
a man who withes to culti- 
vate benevolence of heart to av 
the world, to be under the ne- 
ceflity of entering into a debate 
with any perfon whatfoever. Ne 
verthelefs, as the man who ne. 
glects to defend his life when it 
is attempted, is, in fome fort, ac- | 
ceflary to the taking it away; 
fo it is a kind of fuicide of one’s 
reputation to refufe to defendit, 
when it is unjuftly calumniated 
and traduced, For this reafon, 
| have thought proper, upon ma- 
ture deliberation, to take fome 
notice of the Reprefentation and 
Remonftrance of Hard Money, 
more efpecially as he has addref- 
fed himfelf to you, the citizens 
of thefe ftates ; for I with to de- 
bate the matter at no more fa- 
vourable and impartial bar, than 
that of this virtuous and free 
country, From my_ temper, 
which leads me to with to 2é 
the gentleman, and from the re- 
{pect | owe to your prefence, | 
fhall endeavour to preferve the | 
utmoft decency of language, and 
though to the words rag- born, 
forr-anles, kite-faced, which f 

he very courteoufly throws out, 
it might be in my power to re-join 
thofe of copper-nofed, yellow-vi1)- 
aged, jaundice-faced, yet | wave 
every epithet of this nature, and 
leave them to my adverfary, who 
in this kind of eloquence is {0 | 


_ greatly and fo confefledly my | 


fuperior, 
You 
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You will recolleét the time, 
Citizens, (for | know it has made 
a deep impreffion on your 
minds) you will recolleét the time 
when the Congrefs, the deputies 
of thefe States, firft faw them- 
felves under the neceflity of op- 
pofing force to the meafures of 
Great-Britain, "They were at 
this time (as has been frequent- 
ly exprefled by your writers) 
without men, cloathing, arms, 
or ammunition, ‘They ftood 
in need of fome monied man, 
who, on the credit of their lands, 
would adyance a large fum, and 
enable them to raife troops, and 
to equip them in a proper man- 
ner. Hard Money was the per- 
fon on whom all caft their eyes, 
as having been, for many years 
the merchant of the States, to 
whom they had carried in their 
produce ; the farmer of Penn- 
fylvania his wheat and flour-- Lhe 
planter of Maryland and Virgi- 
nia, his tobacco-- The inhabitant 
of the Carolina’s and of Georgia, 
his indigo, and the wood-cutter of 
New England, his lumber and ma- 
terials of thip-building, |t was rea- 
fonable to expect that the manwho 
had made his fortune in the coun- 
try would be the moit ready to 
ftep forth and fay, §* Gentlemen, 
here is money ; i will advance it 
on thecredit of your lands: raife 
an army, provide yourfelves 
with cloathing, arms, and am- 
munition, and if the tyrant of 
Great Britain fhall be fo dia- 
bollically wicked as to invade 
your country, be prepared to re- 
pel force by force.”? It might 
indeed be reafonably expected ; 
but neverthelefs was this the lan- 
puage of Hard Money in this pret- 
ing exigeney of affairs ? 1 be- 
heve not, 


lt was more fafe to 
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be filent, and to retire into old 
chefts and mens pockets, wherehe 
now complains that he is obliged 
to conceal himfelf. 

For my own part, at thistime 
1 was but a young trader, and 
had not any great fum of money 
by me; neverthelefs, did I not 
ftep forth and offer what | had to 
the fervice of the public? Did 1 
not go in perfon with your fer- 
jeants and corporals to recruit in 
every ftate? Did 1 not bring an 
army to the field,and clothe them? 
Did | not provide them with eve- 
ry article? and have | not aéted 
as commiflary and pay-mafter 
ever fince? How often have 1 
breakfafted the whole army on 
their march? How often have 
| lifted up the head of the wound- 
ed or the fick foldier, and reliev- 
ed him with a litde {pirit procured 
at a great expence and with much 
difficulty? How often havel flept 
with the foldier on his pallet, on 
the wet leaves, or on the cold 
earth, with the moifture of the 
foil under me? 

Where in the mean time was 
Hard Money? was he not chief- 
ly in the cities of Bofton, Phi- 
ladelphia, and Baltimore, fend- 
ing out his floops to the Weft- 
Indies, or /peculating with the 
Tories? Did he ever take a gun 
in his hand, or go out with the 
militia, or was he ever fo much 
as feen in the continental army? 
| may venture to affirm, that not 
a foldicr of the army of the U- 
nited States ever faw his fox-face 
Pardon me; for my love to 
my country kindles my refent- 
ment to him, and carries me be- 
vond the bounds of moderation: 
| fay, | may venture to affirm, 
that not a foldicr of the army 
of the United States ever faw 
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74 
his face within our lines, fince 
we firft took arms to defend 
ourfelves againft the tyranny of 
Britain, 

Such has been my conduct, 
and fuch has. been that of Hard 
Money ; and | believe it would 
not be neceflary for me to fay a 
word more to fecure your fa- 
vourable judgment in this affair. 
Neverthelefs, | will beg leave to 
anfwer particularly to each of his 
charges, that you may be the 
more clearly convinced of the 
villany of this fellow, who has 
dared to attack before your har, 
a man who is not only innocent 
of any crime, but | flatter my~ 
felf, will appear to deferve fome 
credit for the part which, in 
common with you, he _ has 
taken in behalf of the rights of 
human nature, 

1. His firft charge brought a- 
gain{t me, is, if lremember right, 
that very foon after my engage- 
ment with the Congrefs, 1 was 
obliged to pay two prices for any 
article purchafed from the fhop- 
keepers. It is the firft time] have 
ever heard of its being brought 
as a charge againft a man, that 
he was obliged to pay high for any 
commodity he ftood in need of, 
It might be a crime, and hasof- 
ten been thoughta very greatone, 
to afk too much for any thing to 
be difpofed of, but to pay too 
much I have always thought was 
a misfortune, notacrime, Be 
this as it may (for | have no in- 
clination to difpute this point with 
my adverfary), let us enquire 
on were che caufes (for lL be- 
lieve they will appear to be more 
than one) | fay let us enquire 
what were the caufes of this great 
crime, for which | deferve tobe 
hanged, or executed in a worfe 
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way. Thefel believe were the 
four following : 

1. ‘Lhe fcarcity of yoods —. 
the continent, owing, in the firft 
place, to the non-importation a- 
greement, very honeftly, but ve- 
ry impolitically entered into by 
the Congrefs; and, in the fe- 
cond place, to the blocking up of 
our harbours by the fleets and 
navies of Great- Britain, by which 
we were deprived of thofe fup- 
plies from abroad, which had been 
formerly remitted to us, It is 
well known that the price of eve- 
ry article in trade muft rife or 
fall in proportion to the plenty 
or fearcity of that article. | Is it 
then, to be wondered that in this 
fituation, when the circumftances 
of the caufe in which we had en- 
gaged, demanded a fupply of al- 
moft every kind of produce and 
commodity, and this produce 
and thefe commodities, (on the 
one hand from the neglect of 
agriculture, an unavoidable con- 
fequent of war, and on the other 
hand, from the blocking up of 
the harbours, and from the cap- 
tures of our merchant-men) | fay, 
is it to be wondered at, that in 
thefe circumftances, | have been 
under the neceflity of paying two, 
four, fix, eignt, ten, twenty, 
fifty or an hundred prices for 
many things without which the 
war could not be carried on, and 
the independency of thefe United 
States fupported. 

2. Another caufe, and | be- 
lieve an equally operative one, is 
what my adverfary has been pleaf- 
ed to infinuate, and what! do 
very readily acknowledge, that 
is, a diftruft of me as a perfon 
able to pay for what] at any time 
contracted. Can any adverfa- 
ty defire a more fair defend- 

ant ? 
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ant? | acknowledge the whole 
weight of his charge. | acknow- 
ledge that my billshave been pro- 
tefted, my orders refufed, and 
my word diftrufted in many cafes ; 
But let us hear who were the 
perfons from whom | received 
this treatment. Were they the 
friends of their country, and the 
lovers and affertors of liberty? 
Were they not rather its avow- 
ed enemies? Were they not the 
Tories, or thofe equally bafe men 
who, though they called them- 
felves Whigs, yet had little faith 
in whigifm? Were they not 
thofe who at any rate chofe to 
keep themfelves fafe, and as it 
was poflible that we might not 
fucceed, and fo my credit might 
fink when the lands pledged to 
me became forfeited to the crown 
of England, thought it prudent 
to have as little to do with me 
as pofible? ‘his diftruft of my 
credit, both from pretended 
friends and avowed enemies, was 
indeed a great caufe that | have 
been obliged to offer many prices 
for articles which | could not do 
without; and if this is a crime ] 
muft confefs it: But, fuch is my 
idea of the matter, that inftead 
of thinking it criminal on my part 
to be under this neceffity,! plead 
it as an evidence of my attenti- 
on to the wants of the army; 
that rather than fuffer them to 
be without any thing in my power 
to procure for them, they thould 
have it at any price. 

3- A third caufe, and which 
indeed is the principal one, is the 
Soreftalling and monopoly of many 
perfons. ‘Ihis produced an ar-~ 
tifcial fearcity of goods, when 
there was not a real one, If at 
any tune a fhip load of falt, or of 
rum and fugar, or of cloths from 
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France, or the Dutch Weft-In- 
dia iflands, arrived in any of our 
ports, it was bought up by one 
or more {peculators, who held 
it at what price they pleafed, well 
knowing that | could not get it 
elfe-where, and that fuch were 
the wants of the army, and of 
the country in general, that | 
could not poflibly do without it, 
| fhall beg leave to give a recent 
in{tance, which | had from a gen- 
tleman of too much fenfe to be 
impofed upon by information not 
authentic, and of too much ho- 
nour to inventa falfhood, A wo- 
man, the miftrefs of 2 ftore inthe 
town of Brunfwick, had a piece 
of cloth which fhe fold at twen- 
ty pounds by the yard,” A per- 
fon from Philadelphia, who at 
this time fhall be namelefs, came 
and afked the price, and it bein 
anfwered twenty pounds, faid, 
will give you twenty-five, and 
take the whole piece. This he 
did, that he might keep in coun- 
tenance his own high price, and 
put it out of the power of any 
one to fay, that the article of 
cloth was fold for lefs than forty 
or hfty pounds any where inthefe 
States, 

‘This is what General L-- in 
one of his publications calls the 
Demon of Monopoly, which 
with his lion- gait ftalks the earth, 
from one end of the continent to 
the other, devouring all beforeit. 
‘his is the great and chief caufe 
of the high prices of commodities, 
in which, not I, but the avarice 
of the greater part of money- 
making men, is alone criminal, 

4. A fourth caufe is the con- 
duct of defaulters. 1 have al- 
ways employed fuch in every 
place under me, as were recom- 
mended by the Congrefs, and the 
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legiflative and executive bodies of 
the feveral ftates; and if thefe 
have jingered too tenacioufly the 
public money, fo as to bring a 

reater quantity of it into circu- 
Eden than was otherwife necef- 
fary, am | to blame, who have 
not the gift of an omnifcient 
eye, to pry into the characters of 
men, before their conduét enables 
me to know them? If the Con- 

refshave recommended menwho 
ave defrauded the public in their 
accounts; or if they have com- 
miflioned ‘lories, who with great 
fums in their hands, have gone 
over to the enemy, they are to 
anfwer for it, not }, 

Thefe are the caufes which 
have laid me under the neceffity 
of paying many prices for every 
article; caufes which originate 
not with me but with others, and 
what is remarkable, with the 
epreateft admirers, and moft con- 
{tant aflociates of Hard Money, 
who has brought this furious re- 
prefentation and remonftrance 
before you. 

2. The fecond charge which 
my adverfary brings againft me, 
is, The want of family. This is 
a word to which weak minds are 
obliged to fubmit, and nothing 
can be more hurtful to a man 
amongft the multitude of fome 
countries, than to have it fignifi- 
ed that he is of obfcure original. 
But is it not a prejudice which 
every man of reafon will defpife? 
The circumftance of family is fo 
adventitious and difconnected, 
that no one will value himfelf up- 
onit, who has any thing elfe to 
boaft of ; and no one will value 
another for it, but the fool or 
the paratite, “lhe afs who ftands 
within ten feet of the wall, might 
as well elteem himfelf above the 





man who ftands at the diftance of 
twenty feet, as thofe perfons 
defcended of a great or rich man 
efteem themfelves above others, 
who in the line of genealogy are 
a little farther off. “Co mortify 
the pride of family, is it not ob- 
fervable, that oftentimes the 
createft men are curfed with fons 
ot the weakeft heads, and- the 
moft vicious difpofitions, while 
on the contrary, the peafant or 
the poor man has been confoled 
for all his indigence, by feeing the 
hero or philofopher born into his 
family, and emerging from his 
cottage, like a fun-beam from the 
bofom of the morning? Arbuth- 
not beautifully fays of riches, in 
his epitaph for judge Chartres, 
that ** To thew of how little e 
{timation they are in the eye of 
God, he oftentimes beftows them 
on the moft unworthy of his crea- 
tures:” So it may be faid of 
family, That Providence, in or- 
der to relieve the feeble mind of 
man from this falfe fenfe of ho- 
nour, has placed the circumftance 
moft commonly in their favour, 
who with but little elfe to recom- 
mend them, have moft need of 
it; while on the other hand, the 
nobleft fpirits, that their unde- 
rived and unaffifted merit may 
fhine the more confpicuous, are 
for the moft part left to fhift with- 
out it. 

The idea of family-advantage 
may with good policy be coun- 
tenanced in a fedaiaiely or de/pot- 
i/m, where it is the conftitution 
of the government, that oneman 
be firft, and this in confequence 
of hereditary right, in the line of 
family ; but in a republic, where 
real merit and perfonal virtue are 
alone to bé regarded, it is in 2 
degree fubverlive of the contti- 
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tution, and treafon to the com- 
monwealth, even fo much as to 
mention it. ‘lhe idea is fo anti- 
‘republican that I am aftonifhed 
my adyerfary has brought it 
into view before you, my coun- 
trymen, who by an article of 
your confederacy have repro- 
bated every title of hereditary 
honour, and have formed your- 


* felves upon the happy level of 


free and equal citizens of the fame 
united empire, 

I ices make no fcruple to 
acknowledge that my father was 
no more than a mechanic; but 
even fuch he had the fpirit and 
goo fenfe to give me his fon a 
iterar y education ; and let others 
with for themfelves what advan- 
tages of family they pleafe, } fhall 
never be afhamed of this father ; 
Nil me peniteat fanum Patris bu- 

jus. 

He was indeed a mechanic, but 
he made me a fcholar: My ad- 


. verfary’s father was the fun, yet 


he himfelf has beconre in fome 
cafes amechanic. It is well known 
that he moulds buckles, and, with 
the a of England, cafts but- 
tons, He is an example of more 
than was intended in that fpeech 
of the Cardinal (1 forget his name, 
but who was afterwards Sixtus 
V.) to whom when it was 
objefted that he was the fon of 
a fwine-herd, very compofedly 
replied, It is true my father was 
a fwine-herd, and | am a cardi- 
“nal; but had your father been a 
fwine-herd, you the fon would 
have been a {wine-herd alfo. 
My adverfary is careful to in- 
form us that he is defcended of 
the fun-beams, but at the fame 
time does not tell us that fogs and 
peftilential vapours are of the fame 
Original, He acts in this cafe like 
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moft others of your lineage- . 
boatting people, who pitch upon 
the\great name of fome uncle, 
brother, coufin, or other_per- 
fonjin the line of confanguinity, 
but never think of all the illegi- 
timate defcendents that are e- 
qually co-relative, and place their 
family on a level with the loweft. 
1 am by the mother’s fide of 
the family of Paper; afamily that 
has been of more fervice to the 
commonwealth of letters than all 
of the name of Hard-Money that | 
ever have exifted. How many fine 
editions of the claffics and of other 
books have they given to the 
world? Itis true they have af- 
fociated more with philofophers 
and poets than with crowned 
heads ; and have been oftener in 
the bowers and grottoes of fages 
and wife men, than in the palaces 
of kings; but whether it is to 
their credit or difcredit, I will 
leave you to judge. Shall we 
then hear from this fellow fo much 
talk of education; or will he ob- 
ject the want of it to me (as he 

does 
3. In the third place) who have 
had fuch advantages of in{tructi- 
on in my mother’s family, and 
who at my father’s direction have 
been fo early and carefully im- 
bued with a knowledge of the beft 
letters? 1 am fond of the Latin 
writers, and take a pleafure in 
repeating fome of their fineft fen- 
tences, This he may call pe- 
dantry and fuperficial learning ; 
but it is a pedantry of which | 
could wifh the one half of man- 
kind to be always pny: We 
fhould in that-cafe ftand a chance 
now and then, for a good fen- | 
timent; whereas at prefent we 
are obliged to receive from ma- 
ny perfons a great deal of con- 
. verfation 
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verfation that has nothing origi- 
nal and good in itfelf, nor judi- 
cioufly borrowed, and applyed 
from others. 

Bat it behoves my adverfary 
the laft of all men to accufe of 
poe who in shis whole life 

as never had at any one time 
more than half adozen fentences, 
which he conftantly throws out, 
and thefe fmell fo much of roy- 
alty, that I am furprized he ever 
dares fhew his face in a republic. 
Auguftus Czefar-- Tiberius Ceefar 
---Aurelianusimperator, and the 
like, were his phrafes after he had 
come fo greatly into vogue on 
the extinction of the Roman com- 
monwea!th. At the prefent day 
we hear nothing from him but 
Carolus V, Hifpania rex---Lu- 
dovicus XIV, Galliz rex--Geor- 
gius I, Anglize rex, &c. 

4, The fourth charge he brings 
againft me, is inacquaintance 
with the world, owing to my 
want of trave'ling, having never 
had my foot off the continent. I 
am indeed a native of America, 
and if | have chiefly refided init, 
there is reafon to conclude, that 
my attachment toit is the greater. 
Befides, if 1 have not gleaned the 
virtues of other countries by 
travelling, I have not brought 
home their vices, What does it 
profit many perfons that they 
have feen- the lions in the tower 
of London, have been in a baw- 
dy houfe at Paris, and can tell 
(after fome hefitation) which way 
the river Rhine runs in Germany? 
It might perhaps have been as 
well for them to have been at 
home with me, continuing their 
ftudies in a country village, and 
choofing their companions from 
the wile and virtuous of foci- 
ety, 





5. Uhe fifth charge is of g 
more heavy nature, that is, a 
want of political integrity, Ihave 
been, it feems, re a the Bri- 
tifh lines, and whether tocommyn - 
nicate or gain intelligence, may be 
matter of enquiry, Candour and 
a knowledge of the truth might 
have furnifhed him with another 
fuppofition, that is, that having 
rifked myfelf, I had been taken’ 
prifoner, If in this cafe the ene. 
my obtained a knowledge of my 
perfon, and found means to fend 
out ee. it is no more 
than what has happened to many 
men in different paths of life be- 
fore me. it is a teftimony even 
from an enemy, that | am of 
fome value, Whoever heard of 
any one counterfeiting the ap- 
pearance of a mean perfon, in 
order to advance himfelf? Any 
one may be a mean perfon in 
reality, and therefore there ts no 
neceffiry of any counterfeit, It 
is a king or a great man of whom 
the pretender or impoftor takes 
the name and appearance. Per- 
kin Warbeck was not fet up to 
be the fon of an oyiter-monger, 
but of the duke of York Rich- 
ard Plantagenet, It is, therefore, 
a direct, though not intended 
reflection of honour on me, that 
as the devil fometimes affumes 
the fhape of good men, fo, the 
wicked of the world have ta- 
ken pains to counterfeit my like- 
nefs, It is neverthelefs of real 
damage to my character, and puts 
it in his power to charge me, 

6. In the fixth place, with in- 
temperance, unchaftity, and o- 
ther vices, which my foul abhors; 
for thefe villainous counterfeits 
having found their way to yout 
cities, getting drunk, and whor- 
ing night and day conftantly, have 

brought 
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brought on me the imputation of 
fuch a courfe of life, as muft de- 
ftroy my influence with every 
honeft man, who believes the fto- 
ry. But I truft my chattity of lan- 
guage in everycompany, and my 
attention to the public bufinefs, 
fecure me from the imputation. 
If not, | appeal to heaven and my 
- own confcience from the falfhood 
the charge. 
| look upon the drunkard as 
fallen beneath the dignity of hu- 
man nature, andunfit for public 
‘¢onfidence. | loath the idea of a 
roftitute, and however fafhion- 
able illicit love may be, | {corn it. 
] love my country, an the ftea- 
dy pailion of my foul has been 
directed to that object. ‘Ihe 
low, the effeminate, and the 
bafe are not of my companions, 
But who is he that charges me 
with immorality? a man, we 
may fuppofe, of fair moral cha- 
raéter. ‘Uhe fcripture very ear- 
ly gives him the epithet of good. 
There is gold, and the gold of that 
land is good. ‘Vhis, which is fpo- 
ken of his parts, he applies to his 
principles, to which there was 
never intended any reference. 
Gold, lallow, has fome abilities, 
but like many other perfons, he 
puts them to the worft ufe. 
What is it in his favour that 
2 young thievifh prophet, who 
ftole eleven hundzed pieces from 
bis mother, efteemed him as a 


' ee St. Paul, who was a better 


udge, tells us, that the Jove of mo- 
ney (meaning hard money) is the 
root of all evil, He might well fay 
fo, when he recollected who it 
was that tempted Judas to be- 
ae his mafter. 

st. Paul’s expreffion is the fame 
with that of Ovid,---Opes irri- 
tamenta malorum ;_ paralelled 


by that of Virgil,---Quid morta- 
lia pectora cogis auri facra fames. 
And that of Flaccus, 


Aurum irrepertum, & fic melius 
fitum, 

Cum terra celat, {fpernere fortior 

Quam cogere humanos in ufus, 

Omne facrum rapiente dextra. 


in fhort, was | to quote all the 
fayings of poets, hiftorians, phi- 
lofophers, and wife men, to the 
difadvantage of Hard Money, I 
fhould copy half their writings, 
No wonder, fince he has beenat 
all times the great and ftanding 
caufe of thefts, and robberies, 
and murders, and almoft every 
attrocious and wicked action, 1 
may defcribe him in the ftrong 
language of the Latin writers,--- 
Co-opertum flagitiis---- All over 
wickednefs. | can advance a truth 
of him, which 1 believe has not 
been faid of any other mortal, 
however low and degenerate,--- 
that in all ages it has been held a 
mark of magnanimity to avoid 
and undervalue his company. [he 
contempt of HardMoney hasbeen 
made the very teft of virtue. 
Now can any thing be great (to 
ufe the words of Longinus) to 
defpife which is great? 

Here Imay turn theargument 
againft the tories, “‘hefe cannot, 
furely, have great fouls who ma- 
nifeft fuch a hankering after him, 
and notwithftanding every law to 
the contrary, do publicly adver- 
tile Land to be fold for Hard 
Afoney. 1 complain of it as hard 
ufuage, citizens, that this fort 
of language is permitted in any 
of your governments, It con- 
tributes to my depreciation, as 
you call it, that men fhould thus 
publicly affront me, by fetting 
up this fellow in nee 

wi 








80 
with me, nay and even giving 
hin the preference, He may, 
for what 1 care, continue to’ be 
a medium of commerce, to be 
fold like any other article, as 
flaves and jail-fervants; but to 
admit him to hold up his head in 
this manner, like a free man of 
the ftates, after he has fo mean- 
ly deferted them, is intolerable. 
If my former fervices are at all 
to be regarded ; if your own in- 
tereft, which with mine is fo im- 
mediately connected, is to be 
taken into view, you will caufe 
the laws which exift againft this 
fellow to be carried into execu- 
tion. | know you are not able 
to prevent his trafficing in an un- 
der-handed manner ; but it isin 
your power to forbid that he 
{hall proclaim himfelf openly the 
buyer and feller of all commo- 
dities. 

What fervices has he to plead 
for this fo great aprivilege ? what 
country has he faved? what ftate 
has he affifted when a tyrant came 
againtt it? None. He has been 
himfelt the cut-throat, the aflaf- 
fin, the high-wayman of liberty, 
He has leagued himfelf with ty- 
rants, and in conjunétion with 
the demons of ambition, has over- 
thrown the nobleft fabrics that 
have been raifed at the ex- 
pence of ages. What fervice 
can he plead done to thefe com- 
monwealths? Has he at any time 
ftood forth in the debate with 
Britain? Has he even exprefled 
a wifh at any time for your fal- 
vation? No, It invariably has 
been his condué to ftand off and 
wait the iflue. The natural 
phlegm and coldnefs of his foul, 
would not admic him to aét or 
even fpeak in your defence, 
while the conteft was doubtful, 
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When I call to mind the great 
rafcallity of his behaviour, { 
check myfelf, left | enflame your 
virtuous breafts to fuch refent- 
ment, that in the manner of 
Lycurgus the rigid legiflator of 
the Spartans, you exclude him 
from your commonwealths in- 
tirely, and make ufe of iron- 


money, as lefs colleaguing with ~ | 


the devil to feduce the hearts of 
mankind, I do not mean to re- 
commend this laft extremity, 
Gold, I know, is perfectly de- 
void of all principles of virtue and 
religion: Neverthelefs, if pro- 
perly kept under, he may be 
made to ferve a purpofe by and 
bye, when we {hall have peace, 
and there will be leifure and con. 
veniency by good laws.to pro- 
vide againft his practice. But 
more efpecially when having com. 
pleated the work in which we are 
engaged, it will not be in the 
power of wicked and defigning 
men to fruftrate it by fetting up 
this fellow as my rival, It is the 
maxim of philofophy and pru- 
dence to make the beft of all 
men, and even while we hate and 

watch their villany, to emplo 
them in their fever iehatts Ante 
diers, fcholars, or mechanics, to 
our own advantage. It is not, 
therefore, my advice to drive him 
from your empire altogether; 
though I would not with to fee 
en over-run by too many of 
is breed and family,. [t is well 
known, that Spain was great and 
powerful in the time of Charles 
¥. but has been greatly injured 
fince that period, by her over- 
fond carefles of this fellow, whom 
with the venereal complaint, a ve~ 
ry hopeful companion, fhe intro- 
duced from the countries of Peru 
and Mexico, _ Thefe quickly 
rooted 
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rooted out her induftry and ma- 
nufactures, and left her a more 
monied, but a lefs confiderable 
nation, 

For my own part I have it not 
in view to continue always the 
fign of wealth to this country. I 
mean to retire as foon as I fhall 
have feen its liberties eftablifhed 


~on a folid bafe, ‘The Congrefs 


feem to think, that they will 
ftand in need of at leafty a litte 
of my prefence for the term of 
eighteen years; but | hope to be 
able to be permitted to withdraw 
fooner. Which happy period 
when it fhall have come, that 
matters being fairly fettled, | may 
be able to withdraw with repu- 
tation, | fhall return to the calm 
‘fhades of private life, with more 
pleafure than ever | have quitted 
them ; there to amufe myfelf 
with books, and to {pend the re- 
mainder of my days in the com- 
pany of literary men, bearing in 


‘my mind a happy recollection of 


this ers which | have affitt- 
ed to preferve, and whofe beft 
interefts {till lie fo near my heart, 

Continental Currency. 


Account of the Ifland of SANT A 
Cruz: Containing an origi- 
nal Porm on the Biaties of 
that Ifand, \na Letter to 
A. P. Efq,: 


r [ Extrad.] 

S I refided a confiderable 

time on the ifland of Santa 
Cruz, it is but natural I fhould 
fay fomething concerning it, The 
appearance of this ifland as you 
approach it from the ocean, is 
mexprefiibly beautiful, ‘The 
whole ifle is divided into f{quare 
plantations cutting each other e- 


very way at right angles, The 
verdure of the canes, which are 
of a moft lively green, afford a 
pleafure totheeye whichis not fo 
itriking in any northern country. 
Santa Cruz is about 28 or 20 
miles in length from eaft to sell 
and at moft is not more than 4 


miles broad, and in general much - 


lefs: ‘The latitude of this moft 
delicious ifland is 17: 50 N.. its 
longtitude between 63 and 64 
Weit---Although in a clear day 
you may fee feveral other iflands 
from this, yet there are no found- 
ings between, and when you are 
but a mile from the fhore the fez. 
appears as blue and bottomlefs <s 
any partof the main ocean; but 
at the diftance of half a mile from 
the land and inwards you can fee 
the bottom with the greateft per- 
fpicuity, whichis of a fine bright 
fand, and various kinds of fifth 
{porting above it, fome the moft 
beautiful that the eye ever beheld, 
particularly the angel fifh, which 
is {treaked over with circles near 
half an inch in breadth, which 
glow with all the luftre of the 
moft brilliant diamond. 

From this ifland as I mentioned 
before, you have a_ profpect of 
feveral others in clear weather, 
viz: the eaft end of Porto Rico, 
and in particular Cape Malapaf- 
co---2. St. Thomas, St. John, 
‘Tortola, and the Virgin Gorda, 
thefe being fome of the Virgin 
ilands---you may alfo fee Bori- 
quain, otherwife Crab Ifland, 
not far from Porto Rico,-- There 
are two townson St. Cruz, Baf- 
fend or Baffin, fo called former- 
ly by the French, 7, ¢. Bafon, ‘in 
cefpeét to the harbour, and a 
fmaller town at the weft end called 
by the Danes Frederickftact, at 
theother is Chriftianttadt, Baf- 

fend 


- 
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fend is fituate upon a pretty level 
fpot at the foot of a mountain 
clofe to the water fide ; it may 
contain 50r 600 houfes, fome of 
them very handfome buildings of 
ftone, bufin general of w 
The harbour is defended from the 
fea by a continued, reef of rocks 
upon which the fea breaks with a 
continual roar. There are only 
two narrow paflages through this 
reef into the harbour, one for 
fhips the other for floopsand vef- 
fels of amoderate draught of wa- 
ter. his harbour willcontain 2 
or 300 fail of veffels, and is always 
as {mooth as a mill-pond, with 
excellent anchoring ground in 
one, two, three, or four fa- 
thoms, but not much more | be- 
lieve. Within the barbour is a 
fmall ifland containing three or 
fouracres of ground, upon which 
is built anelegant edifice for the 
ufeof the king’s pilot who keeps 
his look-out from hence for all 
veilels that heave in fight. The 
0m ishere aman of confequence, 

ing ranked as a king’s officer, 
and keeps only one {mall floop- 
rigged boat with a deputy, who, 
with three or four Negroes, con- 
duéts all the bufinefs: There is a 
town whart here but not water e- 
nough for any thing but boats to 
come along fide; all the thipping 
are obliged to lieatanchor, With- 
in a {tone throw of this wharf to 
the eaftward ftands a handfome 
fort, called Chriftianfwaern, 
whichcommands the whole har- 
bour, Baflend is twelve miles 
from the moft eaftwardly part of 
the ifland, and as well as Frede- 
rickftadt, is fituated upon the 
north fide. From this town up 
to the eaft end the ifland is gene- 
rally laid out in plantations of 
cotton, or elfe pafture lands for 


keeping mules, fheep, neat catt 
ue thellike : But when you ma 
vel from Baffend down towards 
the weft, the fcene is inexpreffi- 
bly charming, and even thofe that 
have no tafte to admire the beau- 
tiesof nature, would at the view 
beforced toconfefs that the vales 
of Paradife were now difplayed to 
the eye in their primeval beauty, . 
From the fummits of the hill 
which rife with an eafy afcent, 
you look forward as far as the 
eye can reach over the moft en- 
anting plains and little vallies, 
On the right hand towards the 
north are high mountains border- 
ingon the fea covered with wood, 
To ufe the words of Milton, 
** Mountains on whofe barren “ 
breaft, 
The wens clouds do often 
reft.’’ 
‘Towards the fouth the land flopes 
away with a gentle defcent to- 
wards the fea, which you have 
in fight allthe way. The fquare ” 
plantations of fugar cane with 
their regular intervals; the tall 
cocoa-nut trees, with the planter’s 
habitations furrounded with o- 
range and other fruit trees ; the 
exact ftraightnefs of the road and 
the charming mildnefs of the cli- 
mate, give one the ideaof an in- 
chanted ifland, or fuch as we read 
of in romance--- Too much cat 
not be faid of the happy climate of | 
this and the neighbouring iflands: 
The fky is ever ferene and un- 
clouded in comparifon to that of 
the northern countries ; there are 
never any heavy continued rains ; 
the land is watered by gentle 
fhowers, and it is the rareft thing 
in the world to lofe fight of the 
fun for two hours together after” 
he is above the horizon. ‘The 
days and nightsare pretty ey 
ivided, 
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divided, each never being much 
more or lefs than twelve hours, 
From ten o’clock in the morning 
till fourin the afternoon the heat 
js fomewhat troublefome, but e- 
ven then you are fanned with a 
brifk dry wind always from the 
eaftward, which renders it at 
leaft tolerable. The evenings 
and nights are cool and refrefhing. 
‘The moon and ftars fhine with 
an extraordinary brightnefs, ow- 
ing I fuppofe to thir reflection 
on the water of the ocean, which 
furrounds thefe happy lands, THe 
town at the weft end is but mean 
and ordinary, confifting of a fort, 
and perhaps 80 or 90 wooden 
houfes. ‘fhe harbour is nothing 
but an open road, where howe- 
ver fhips lie in the utmoft fecuri- 
ty at their moorings, the bottom 
being good for anchorage, and the 
wind always off fhore, About two 
miles to the eaftward of this town 
along the fea fhore, is the eftate of 
capt, Hanfon, into which the fea 
has formed a beautiful little bay, 
called Buttler’s Bay, about 100 
yards acrofs; it hasa fandy fhore 
and an excellent landing, though 
all the reft of the fhore is fharp 
craggy rocks, My agreeable re- 
fidence at this place for above two 

earsoff andon during the wars 
in America, renders the idea of 
it but too pleafing, and rakes 
me feel much the fame anxiety at 
a diftance from it as Adam did 
after he was banifhed from the 
bowers of Eden, 

The only difagreeable circum- 
ftance attending this ifland, which 
it has in common with the reft, 
is the cruel and deteftable flavery 
of the negroes. ‘* If you have 
tears prepare to fhed them now.”’ 
A defcription of the flavery they 
endure would be too irkfome 


, & 


83 
and unpleafant to me; and to 
thofe who have not beheld it, 
would be incredible. Sufficient 
be it to fay, thatno clafs of man- 
kind in the known world undergo 
fo complete a fervitude as the com- 
mon negroes in the Weft-Indies, 
It cafts a fhade over the native 
charms of the country; it blots 
out the beauties of the eternal 
{pring which Providence has there 
ordained to reign, and amidft all 
the profufion of bountieswhich na- 
ture has fcatter ed, the brightnefs 
of the heayen, the mildnefs of 
the air, and the luxuriancy of 
the vegetable kingdom, it leaves 
me melancholy and difconfolate, 
convinced that there is no plea- 
fure in this world without its 
{hare of pain. And thus the earth, 
which were it not for the luft of 
pride and dominion, might be an 
earthly paradife, is, by the ambi- 
tion and overbearing nature of 
mankind, rendered an eternal 
fcene of defolation, woe, and hor- 
ror; the weak goes to the wall, 
while the ftrong prevails ; and af- 
ter our ambitious phrenzy has 
turned the world upfide down, 
we are contented with a narrow 
fpot, and leave our follies and 
cruelties to be acted over again, 
by every fuxceeding generation. 
But to return: the only natural 
failing | know of here, is, the 
hurricanes, which are ftorms of 
wind that blow with an incon- 
ceivable fury, and often carry a- 
way all before them. ‘They are 
fo much the more dangerous, as 
they do not blow fteadily from 
one point, but often go round 
the compafs in lefs than half an 
hour, There are melancholy re- 
mains in Santa Cruz, of the ha- 
voc they made in'1772. ‘There 
was alfo one on Sept, 7, 1776s 
while 


~ 
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while | was on the ifland, It ex- —_‘I believe the beft thing | can 


ceeded any thing | had ever feen do with the reft of this paper js _ 


before; but however did not do to tranfcribe a few dull heavy 
much damage, the ftrongeft of it lines which 1 compofed near twe 
not lafting above fix hours, ——-years ago on the fpot, 


Sick of thy northern glooms, come fhepherd feek 
Lefs rigorous climes, and a more friendly fky : 
Why fhouldft thou toil amidft that frozen ground, 
Where half year fnows a barren profpect lie ? 


When thou mayft go where never froft was feen, 
()r north-weft winds with cutting fury blow ; 

Where never ice congeal’d the limpid ftream, 

Where never mountain crown’d its head with fnow. 


Two weeks, with profperous' gales, thy barque fhall bear 
To ifles that flourifh in perpetual green, ' 
Where richeft herbage glads each fhady vale, 

And ever-verdant plants on every hill are feen. 


Nor dread the dangers of the billowy deep: 
Autumnal gales fhall fafely waft thee o’er : 

Put off the timid heart, or man unblefi, 

Ne’er fhalt thou reach this gay enchanting fhore. 


So fome dull minds, in fpite of age and care, 
Are grown fo wedded to this globe below, 

‘They never with to crofs death’s dufky main 
That parting them and happinefs, doth flow, 


Tho’ reafon’s voice muft whifper to the foul 

That nobler climes for man the Gods defign. 
Come fhepherd hafte the rifing breezes blow: 

No more the flumbering winds thy barque confine. 


From the vatt caverns of eld Ocean’s bed, 
St. Cruz arifing laves her humed waitt : 
‘The threatening waters roar on every fide ; 
For every fide by ocean is embrac’d. 


Sharp craggy rocks repel the furging brine, 
Whofe cavern’d fides by reftlefs ocean wore, 
Refemblance claim to that remoter ifle, 

Where once the prince of winds the {ceptre bore. 


Betwixt the Tropick and the Midway’ Line, 
In happieft climate lies this enyy’d ifle; 


‘Trees bloom throughout the year, flowers ever blow, 
And fragrant Flora wears a lafting fmile. 


No lowering fkies are here; the neighbouring fun, 
Clear and unveil’d his brilli nt journey goes : 
Each morn emerging from the azure main, 

And finking there each evc uing to repofe, 
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in June’s fair month, the fpangled traveller gains 
‘The utmoft limits of his northern way, 

And bleffes with his beams cold lands remote, 
Sad Greenland’s coaft and Hudfon’s frozen bay. 


The thivering fwains of thofe unhappy climes 
Behold the mid-way monarch thro’ the trees: 
We feel his friendly heat, his zenith beams 


Temper’d with cooling fhowers and trade-wind breeze, 


No threatening tides upon our ifland rife : 
Gay Cynthia Tenece difturbs the ocean here: 
‘No waves approach her orb, and fhe as kind 
Attraéts no water to her filver fphere. 


The happy waters boaft, of various kinds, 
Unnumber’d myriads of the fealy race: 
Sportive they play above the delug’d fand, 
(Gay as their clime) in ocean’s ample vafe. 


Some ftreak’d with burnifh’d gold refplendent glare ; 
Some cleave the limpid deep all filver’d o’er ; 

Some clad in living green delight the eye; 

Some red, fome blue, of mingled colours more. | 


Here glides the {pangled dolphin through the deep; 
The bulky, fpouting whales more diftant ftray ; 
The huge green turtles wallow through the wave, 
Well pleas’d alike with land or water they. 


The rainbow cuts the deep of varied green; 
The well fed grouper lurks remote below ; 
The f{wift bonetta fwims and flies by turns ; 
The diamond coated angels kindle as they go, 


Delicious to the tafte, falubrious food, 

Which might fome frugal Samian fage allure, 
To curfe the fare of his abftemious {chool, 
And turn for once a cheerful Epicure ! 


Hail, verdant ‘ifle !. through thy dark woods I rove, 
And learn the nature of each native tree———— 


. The futtic hard, the poifonous manchineal, 


Which for its fragrant apple pleafeth thee. 


Enticing to the fmell, fair to the eye, 
But deadly poifon in the tafte is found : 

fhun the dangerous fruit, nor tafte, like Eve, 
This interdiéted fruit in Eden’s ground. 


| The lowly mangrove fond of wat’ry foil ; 


e white bark’d gregory rifing high in air ; 

¢ maftic in the woods you may defcry ; 
Tamarinds and lofty plumb trees flourifh there. 
M 
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Sweet orange groves in lonely vallies rife, 
And drop their fruits unnoticed and unknown: © 
The cooling acid limes in hedges grow ; oS 
‘The juicy lemons fwell in fhades their own, 


Sweet fpungy plumbs on trees wide (preading hang ; 

‘The happy flavour’d pine grows crefted from the ground; 
Plump grenadillo’s and guava’s fmall, . 

With melons in each wood and lawn abound. 


The conic form’d cafhew, of juicy kind, 
Which bears at once an apple and a nut; 
Whofe poifon coat indignant to the lips, 
Doth in its cell a wholefome kernel fhut. 


The plaintain and banana flourifh here, 

Of hafty growth, and love to fix their root, 
Where fome foft ftream of ambling water goes, 
To give full moifture to their cluftered fruit. 


No other trees fo vaft a leaf can boaft, 

So broad, fo long----through thefe refrefh’d I ftray ; 
And tho’ fierce Sol his beams direétly fhed, 
Thofe friendly leaves fhall fhade me all the way, | 


And tempt the cooling breeze to haften there, 
With its fweet odorous breath to charm the grove, 
High fhades and cooling air, while underneath, 

A little ftream by mofly banks doth rove. 


Where once the indian dames inchanted flept, 
Or fondly kifs’d the moon light eves away : 
The lovers fled, the tearful ftream remains, 
And only I confole it with my lay. 


Pomegranates grace yon vale, and fweet-fops there 
Ready to fall, require thy helping, hand ; 

Nor yet neglect the papaw nor rnammee, 

Whofe flighted trees with fruit unheeded itand. 


Thofe fhaddocks juicy, fhall thy tafte delight; 
And yon high fruits that over-top the wood, 
And cling in clufters to the mother tree--~ 
The cocoa nut, rich milky healthful food. 


Caffada fhrubs abound, whofe poifon root, 
Supplies the want of fnow-white northern flour : 
‘This grated fine, and fteep’d in water fair, 
Forfakes each particle of noxious power. 
But chief, the glory of thefe Indian ifles, 
Springs from the fweet uncloying fugar cane: ff 
Hence comes the planter’s wealth: Henes commerce fends 
Such floating piles beyond the weftern main. E 
Whoe'ett 
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Whoe’er thou art, that leav’ft thy native fhore, 
And fhalt to fair Weft-India climates come, 

Tafte not the enchanting plant---to tafte forbear, 
If ever thou would’ft reach thy much-lov’d home. 


Ne’er Greus the ifle permit thy feet to rove, 
Or if thou doft, let prudence lead the way ; 
Forbear to tafte the magic fugar-cane ; 
Forbear to tafte what will complete thy ftay, 


Whoever fips of this inchanting juice--- 
Delicious nectar, fit for Jove’s own hall, 
Returns no more from his lov’d Santa Cruz, 
But quits his friends, his country, and his all, 


And thinks no more of home----Ulyffes fo 

Dragg’d off by force, his failors from that fhore, 
Where Lotos grew; and had not force prevailed, 
They never would have fought their country more. 


No annual toil inters this juicy plant, 

The ftalks lopp’d off, the freth’ning fhow’rs prolong, 
To future years, unfading and fecure, 

The root fo vig’rous, and the juice fo ftrong, 


On yonder peaked hill freth barvefts rife, 
Where wretched he---the Ethiopian fwain, 
Oft o’er the ocean turns his wifhful eyes, 
To ifles remote high luming o’er the main, 


He pants a land of freedom and repofe, 
Where cruel flavery never fought to reign, 

O quit thee them, my mufe, and tell me why 
Yon abject trees lie {catter’d o’er the plain? 


. Thefe climes, left nature fhould have been too kind, 


And man have fought his happieft heaven below, 
Are torn with ares winds, fierce hurricanes, 
Nature convuls’d in every form of woe. 


Scorn not yon lonely vale of trees fo reft: 

There pleintain groves late grew of lovely green--- 
The orange flourifh’d and the lemon boré--- 

The genius of the ifle dwelt there unfeen, 


Wild were the fkies, affiighted nature groan’d, 
As though approach’d the lait decifive day--- 
Skies blaz’d around, and bellowing winds had nigh 
Diflodg'd thofe cliffs and tore thofe hills away, 
And how, alas! could thefe fair trees withftand, 
The killing fury ot fo fierce a blaft, 

That ftorm’d aiong the plain, feiz’d every grove, 
And delug’d with a fea yon mournful waite? 






































88 Song to Milfs Nancy N----, 
But now the winds are paft, the florm fubfides, 
All nature siniles again ferenely gay, ; 
The beauteous groves renew'd---how fhall I leave 
My green retreat at Butler’s verdant bay. 


Fain would I view my native climes again, 
But murder marks the cruel Briton there---) — 
Contented here I reft, in fpite of pain, 

And quaff the enlivening juice in {pite of care, 


Winter and winter’s gloom are far remov'd, 
Eternal {pring with fmiling fummer join’d, 
Abfence and death, or heart corroding care, 
Why fhould they cloud the funthine of the mind? 


‘The drowfy pelican wings home his way, 

t The mifty night fits heavy on the fea, 
Yon lagging fil drags flowly o’er the main, 
Night and its kindred glooms are nought to me, 


To-morrow’s fun new paints the faded fcene ; 
Though deep in ocean fink his weitern beams, 
His fpangled chariot fhall arife more clear, 

More radiant from the drowfy land of dreams, 


‘Then fhepherd hafte, and leave behind thee far, 
‘The bloody plains and iron glooms above, 
Quit thy cold northern ftar, and here enjoy, 
Beneath the fmiling tkies this land of love, 


Soon fhall the genius of the fertile foil, 

A new creation to thy view unfold, 

Admire the works of nature’s liberal hand, 

And fcorn that vulgar bait, all-potent gold, 

Yet if perfuaded by no lay of mine, 

You ftill admire your climes of froft and fnow, 
And pleas’d prefer above our fouthern groves, _ 
The darkfome forefts that around thee grow,--- 


Still there remain---thy native air enjoy, 

ee the tyrant who thy peace invades, 

While pleas’d I trace the vales of Santa Cruz, 
* And {fing with rapture her infpiring fhades, 


S ON G to Mifs Nancy N---, Tune, Roflin Cajile, 


N° longer 1’! rove fince fair Nancy I’ve feen, 
For fhe of all beauties is furely the queen ; 
Such charms ev’n a faint may with rapture admire, | 
And an anch’rite view with a youthful defire. : 


‘Then ye maiden’s no longer fay Collin’s untrue, 
He’ll be faithful to Nancy, though faithlefs to you ; 
Your charms foon will fade, but in Nancy be’ll find 
Frefh lovely gay beauties {till bloom jn ber mind. © 
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Ruffia and the Porte, 
R()M_ the countenance 
which we have already 
faid * the Ruffians afforded to the 
Khan of Crim Tartary, in hisin- 
novations in the laws and cul- 
toms of that peninfula, the Reis 
Effendi at Conftantinople, on the 
th of February 1778, fent for 
all the interpreters of the mini- 
fters of foreign powers, except 
that of the court of F overt 
and reprefented to them, That 
notwithftanding the many heavy 
rounds of complaint, which the 
ates had ‘againft Ruffia, the 
Grand Seignor, in the prefent 
view of matters, faw himfelf un- 
der the neceflity of breaking with 
this empire; that the Czarine 
had aéted in violation of many 
articles ftipulated at the latt 
peace, and efpecially that which 
refpects the independence of the 
Crimea, in attempting to efta- 
blifh in this peninfula, againft the 
inclination of a very great num- 
ber of the Tartars, a Khan which 
the people are not able to endure, 
and in diftreffing thofe of this na- 
tion who are oppofed to the in- 
trufion of Sahib Gueray, and who 
refufe, from motives of religion 
to wear the hats and uniforms of 
the Ruffian foldiery ; that thefe 
innovations and infractions are 
notorioufly againft the laws of 
the muffulman religion ; that the 
Porte therefore begs the feveral 
minifters to make it known .to 
their refpe€tive courts, that her 
highnefs was determined to re- 


* See the firft Number of the 


agazine. 


A F PF’ A‘TR'G: 


venge, at length, the infult on 
her throne; and that fhe hoped 
every fovereign would approve 
the part fhe was about to take 
in declaring war again{ft the em- 
prefs of Ruffia. 

The Reis Effendi then directed 
the interpreters to wait upon him 
to the Porte, in order to receive 
a copy of the declaration. 

Let the particular difpofition 
of her Highnefs be what it may, 
the difagreement that fubfifts a- 
mong her fervants keeps it in © 
fufpence what’ will be the iffue 
of the debates that have arifen 
between this court and that of 
Ruffia. There is growgd to ap- 
prehend difturbances and infur- 
rections in the bofom of the em- 
pire, ‘UVhe Captain Pacha ftill 
unfhaken in his refolution to re- 
venge the honour of the crefcent, 
and to fignalize his bravery, is 
obftinate for war, ‘The Mufti, 
more moderate, and trufting to 
the authority which he enjoys, 
loudly declares for peace, ‘Uhefe 
fentiments diametrically op- 
polite divide the inhab tants of 
the capital, and even oj a great 
part of the empire, The mili- 
tary join their voices to that of 
the Captain Pacha; but,the opu- 
lent among the muflelmen, in- 
fluenced by the agents of the 
head of their religion, and guided 
by views of perfonal intereft, de- 
mand openly that every method 
be adopted to avoid coming to a 
rupture. 

Ihe Mufti hath declared in 
full Divan to her highnefs, that 
the war being undertaken evi- 
dently againft the divine law, and 

againft 
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againft the facred precepts of the 
prophet, the Ortoman arms can- 
not be fuccefsful; and that if the 
violates the treaty, he will ven- 


ture to predié to her highnefs. 


fuch calamities and heavy dif- 
afters, as will make her throne 
to tremble, 

In the mean time the Grand 
Seignor haftens forward every 
warlike preparation with the 
preatett + poffible; and left 
the oppofition of the two parties 
may end in a civil war, he 
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hath forbid abfolutely that a 
word be faid upon the fubjeé, 
Neverthelefs this prohibition has 
not been able to reftrain the Ja- 
nizaries, who under the pretext 
of demanding the arrears due to 
them, have mutinied ; but hap- 
pily the officers of this turbulent 
and formidable body, have been 
able to extinguifh the confpiracy, 
juft asit began to burft out; and 
forty of the principal amoneft 
them have veen hanged for an 
example, 
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HE fituation of the Refugees 
with the Britifh army in 
New-York, has afforded, thro’ 
the courfe of the prefent win- 
ter, a miferable fpectacle. The 
barracks, hofpitals, and public 
buildings have been occupied by 
the king’s troops, while the mi- 
ferable wretches who have fol- 
lowed them, are under the ne- 
ceffity of feeking fhelter in the 
market-houfes, in the {tables with 
2 fire before the door to prepare 
their victuals, or amongft the 
ruins of the burnt buildings, in 
the angles of the ftanding walls 
and chimneys, 

Before the arrival of the Cork 
fleet, both the army and the 
Refugees were in great want 
of provifions, and what they had 
was corrupted and unwholefome. 
Under thefe circumftances it 
needed not furprize us to have 
heard of the defperate and vain 
defire exprefled by petition to Sir 
Henry Clinton, that he would 
furnifh them with arms and am- 
munition and permit them to 
20 without the Imes and eitablifh 


a refidence fomewhere in thefe 
ftates, 

‘Their fpirits have been kept up 
a little from time to time, by the 
expectation of a Ruffian reinforce. 
ment, which was to be in Eng- 
land by the firft of February ; 
but this expeCtation has fo whol- 
ly difappeared, that dike the bafe- 
lefs fabric of a vifion, it has not 
left.a wreck bebind. 
_ The Count D’Eftaing has 
been active in the Weft-Indies, 
but not in every cafe fortunate, 
He had failed, or was about to 
fail with a body of troops, and 
the fleet under his command, on 
an expedition to the ifland of 
Grenada, when he was inform- 
ed of the taking of the ifland of 
St. Lucia, by the Britith forces 
under the cammand of Major- 
General Grant, in conjunction 
with the fleet under Rear-Ad- ° 
miral Barrington. 5t, Lucia is 
fituate between Martinico, and 
Barbadoes, The principal har 
bour Carenage is bending like a 
horfe fhoe, or half moon, with 


a fort at each extremity of the 
curvature, 











curvature, It affords the great- 
eft maritime defence po‘ffible. A 
fhip: under fail cannot enter it, 
but muft be warped a confidera- 
ble diftance. here is no Py 
ing to windward between the 
two points, and the foundings 
near the land encreafe fo fudden- 
ly from 25 to 100 fathom, that 
de aflailant cannot find ancho- 
rage. Not more than one vef- 
fel can enter at atime, and even 
in this cafe is expofed to three 
unmafked, batteries in front, with 
thofe on each fide, 

The Count on the rsth of 
December bore down upon the 
Britifh fleet, under cover of the 
forts of this harbour, and at- 
tacked them with fome fuccefs, 
hulling the Boyne the largeft of 
the Britifh veffels two or three 
times, and killing fome men on 
board the Prince of Wales, and 
damaging confiderably feveral of 
the {maller frigates. “Their fitu- 
ation however baffled his attempt, 
and made it neceflary for him to 
draw off, and land his troops up- 
on the ifland, which he did on 
the night of the 17th, and on 
the 18th led them up to attack 
the Britifh grenadiers and light- 
infantry ftrongly pofted under 
the command of General Mea- 
dows, on a peninfula formed by 
the Carenage on the fouth, and 
by the bay from which they had 
landed on the north. The Bri- 
tifh troops about 1500 men were 
drawn up on the face of a very 
fteep and rugged hill, with a pafs 
in front very narrow by the 
marfhy grounds on one hand, 
and a branch of the fea on the 
other, Over this the French 


troops advanced in a column; 
the ground not admitting more 
than thirty men a-breaft. Vhey 
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made the attack upon the ene-: 
my with great fpirit, but the 
unfurmountable obftacle of fitu- 
ation obliged them to retire. They 
rallied and came on a fecond 
time with great bravery, but 
were a fecond time repulfed, and 
the lofs was confiderable. In the 
mean time, the enemy confefs 
themfelves to have been very 
roughly handled, and to have had 
one hundred and thirty men kil- 
led and wounded in the action, 
Captain Hay of the grenadiers is 
amongft the flain; General Mea- 
dows, Major and Lieutenant 
Harrifon, and one or two other 
officers are amongtt the wounded. 

A few days after this affair, the 
Count failed from the ifland ; and 
Admiral Byron arriving with the 
fleet under his command, placed 
the fuperiority of force, in thefe» 
feas, in favour of the Britifh, 
which had been hitherto inferior, 
the fleet under the command of 
Rear-Admiral Barrington, con- 
fifting of fix {hips of 7 4 guns, feven 
of 50 guns, and fome frigates, 
and that under Count oe 
of feventeen fhips and fever 
frigates taken from the enemy, 

The Britifh fleets are at pre- 
fent at St. Lucia, and fuffer much 
from the climate; they are faid 
to bury ten or fifteen every day, 
and the ifland is become @ tomb 
of Europeans. The French fleet 
under Count D’ Eftaing is at Pore 
Royal in Martinico, and waits 
for the f{quadron under the Count 
D’Graile. 

About the 2oth of November 
laft, the ftate of Georgia was 
invaded by feveral bodies of the 
enemy from Florida. One un- 
der the command of Licutenant- 
Colonel Provoft marched from 
Auguftine, and made fo —— 

Al 
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and rapid an incurfion on the 
fouthern fettlements, that the 
few brave inhabitants who at e- 
very defile and advantageous 
piece of ground, attempted to 
oppofe their progrefs, were com- 
pelled to retire. Brigadier Ge- 
neral Screven was wounded in 
the firft encounter, and was fhot 
again by a ranger while he lay 
difabled on the ground, andafked 
for quarter. 

A handful of continental troops 
which had been drawn to the 
weitward on the appearance of 
an impending war with the Indi- 
ans, joined themfelves to the mi- 
litia, and with this {mall affiftance 
it was determined to-make a ftand, 
but accounts of anothethody of 
the enemy, which in the mean 
time under Colonel Fufer, had 
landed at Colonel’s Ifland, and 
were on their march to Sunbury, 
about to enclufe them between 
two fires, rendered this refolu- 
tion inexpedient, and made it 
neceflary to retreat to Ogechee 
ferry. The retreat was happil 
effected under the fire of the held. 
pieces, and the camp fo ftrongly 
intrenched at the ferry, that the 
enemy did not venture to attack 
it. But being now in pofleffion 
of one of the moft valuable and 
beft cultivated fettlements in the 
ftate of Georgia, they gave a 
loofe to their favage practice of 
plundering and burning every 
houle, and deftroying the effeés 
of the diftrefled mhabitants. 

The body under Col. Fufer 
had by this time penetrated to 
the town of Sunbury, and while 
the upper end of the town was 
in their poflefion, Fort Morris 
at the lower end, into which the 
third continental regiment had 
been thrown, and which wasde- 


‘fended by Lieutenant-Colonel 

John Macintofh, continued to 
hold out; and when the enemy 
fent to demand the furrender of 
it, this laconic anfwer was re- 
turned, Come and take it, It was 
threatened by the enemy to lay 
the town in afhes, and to this it 
was replyed, that /uch proceeding 
was barbarous and inhuman, ne- 
verthele/s to convince them how 
little we were to be deterred by 
Juch threats, as foon as they fet 
fire to a houfe at one end of the 
town, we fhould apply a torch to 
one at the other, and let the 
flames meet in the center, by a 
mutual conflagration, : 

On the firft account of thefe 
incurfions in the ftate of Geor- 
gia, the militia of North-Caro- 
lina, about 1600 from Mecklen- 
burgh, and other weftern coun 
ties marched to oppofe them. 
On the approach of thefe, that 
body of the enemy under Colo- 
nel Provoft, which had advanc- 
ed to Ogechee river, haftily re- 
treated, and joined in their rout 
by the divifion of the Britith 
troops from Sunbury, commit- 
ted many wanton acts of cruel- 
ty, burning houfes, and de- 
ftroying the effects of the dif- 
treffed inhabitants, and driving 
off a confiderable quantity of 
cattle, and about a thoufand ne- 
groes, whom oe have fince 
tranfported to the Weft-Indies. 

On the 22d of December -a 
more confiderable force of the 
enemy, in a fleet of 37 fail from 
New-York, entered the found 
of Savannah, and on’ the 24th 
anchored in the riyer. On the 
29th they landed about two mites 
below the town of Savannah, 


and immediately began _ their 
march for the town, Having 
made 


, 
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made a fhew of af attack upon 
our left, they filed off to the 
right, and by the concealment 
of a wood, gained our flank, be- 
forewe had difcovered their move- 
ment. <A fmall party of militia 
made a very gallant ftand, and 
facilitated the retreat of the con- 
tinental troops under Celonel 
Huger and Colonel Elbert, who 
nearly furrounded, and with a 
heavy fire on both flanks, made 
their way through the enemy, 
not without confiderable lofs of 
killed, wounded, and prifoners, 
The enemy after this advan- 
tage took poffleffion of the town 
of Savannah, with the ftores, ar- 
tillery, provifion, and veflels in 
the harbour. ‘They continued 
their advantage, and advanced 
fifty miles above the town, and 
it is probable they will maintain 
their footing, until the militia of 
North and South Carolina, and 
a body of continental troops un- 
der Major-General Lincoln, who 
are on their march for Georgia, 
and by the laft accounts were as 
far as Puryfburgh, fhall have it 
in their power to come up with 
and repel them from the ftate 
which they have fo boldly and 
hitherto fo fuccefsfully invaded. 
In his Britannic’ Majefty’s 
fpeech to both houfes of Pailia- 
ment, which arrived on the 6th 
of this month, it is obfervable, 
That he is exceedingly ferious, 
and alarmed at the prefent pofture 
of affairs; that he is greatly 
wounded and hurt by the alliance 
on the part of France with the 
States; that he is ftrongly ap- 
prehentive that other powers will 
take the like ftep; that he is ex- 
tremely difappointea and chag- 
rined with the refult of the terms 
propoied by the commiflioners ; 
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that he is’ in good earneft defir- 
ous of peace; that he propofes 
to fight on, if he’cannot be able 
to avoid it; and that he is in creat 
want of money, and much afraid 
that the Commons will think the 
eftimates for the prefent year too 
enormous to grant them, 

About the time that Governor 
Johnftone one of the commiffi- 
oners from his Britannic Majef- 
ty to the States returned home, 
a publication made its appearance 
in England, and has been fince 
reprinted in this city, containin 
Confiderattons on the Mode ve 
‘Lerms ofa Treaty of Peace with 
America, It is the general de- 
frien of this publication to prove 
that the ways pointed out as ne- 
cellary and proper to reftore the 
general tranquility ,are inadequate 
to the end; that, a clear, explt- 
cit, unconditional, and full ac- 
knowledgement of the independence 
of thefe States, is the only pof- 
lible expedient to reftore peace 
and happinefs; that an applica- 
tion ought to be immediately 
made to our commiffioners at Pa- 
ris, who are, moft probably fur- 
nifhed with powers. to negotiate 
a treaty, and if not, can at leaft 
conclude a truce, until powers 
{hall be obtained from Congrefs 5 
that the prefent is the moft hap- 
py time to fet on foot a treaty 
before an important part of Eu- 
rope fhall interfere, and embar- 
ra/s the negotiation with the ad- 
jujfiment of new claims and inte- 
refis; that America if ber inde- 
pendence is immediately acknow- 
ledged may be induced to make fli+ 
pulations of great importance te 
Britain. She may agree not to 
pa/s the cape of Good Hope; fhe 
may difclaim all conneétion with 
Africa, ana its accurfed trade; 

N Soe 
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foe may engage not.to poffefs any 
part of t se uthndee nds, 
but guarantee to England her pof- 
Seffens there. She may be indue- 
ed totakea certain quantity of 
the manufadtures of Britain, and 
to fupply her with naval flores for 
a certain number of years; jhe 
may enter into engagements about 
the fifberies on her coafts, the im- 
portance of which is well known; 
fhe may difclaim an interference 
with, or interruption of the trade 
to Hudjon’s Bay, the full value 
of which mof? are ignorant of. 

rreat-Britain may, in fbort, fe- 
cure, by articles of pacificationand 
commerce, the mof? valuable paris 
of her trade, which will be great- 
ty endangered by @ continuance of 
the prefent war, 

The propriety of an immedi- 
ate acknowledgement of the in- 
dependence of thefe ftates is en- 
forced by a confideration of the 
fatal confequences which may at- 
tend a delay, No one can doubt 
the part which Spain will take, 
from the part which the has al- 
ready taken. That Portugal will 
follow the diétates of Spain, now 
fhe is thrown into ber arms by the 
anability of England to proteé her, 
is perhaps certain; ber interef? 
and her inclination concur with 
the prefent neceffity. Will the 
Dutch fland out when the Ameri- 
cans thall declare, and the decla- 
ration if not already made, may 
be expected foon, ** They will not 
trade with any powers that fhall 
not acknowledge their indepen- 
dency?” The Dutch againft whom 
the ad? of navigation was levelled, 
will rejoice at its fubftantial re- 
peal, and will eagerly enjoy the 
freedom of the fea, and of com- 
merce, on the terms propofed. 

The good policy and even ne- 


ceflity of honefly, plain-dealing, 
and fincerity on the part of Bri- 
tain, in her future advances to 
Pa gg aan of that 
ifeuife, myftery, and deceit 
wel the ips hitherto practiced, 
is largely infifted on. ‘The ab- 
furd, dangerous and fruitlefs ex- 
Station of being able to procure 

y the affiftance of France, the 
fovereignty of America, from 
any conceffion of Canada, or par- 
tition of thefe States, is fully il- 
luftrated ; the improbability that 
America will relinguifh her in- 
dependence, or fal in her de- 
mands, is explained, and this 
topic of reafoning, which winds 
up the performance, is conclud- 
ed in thefe words of a prefident 
of Congrefs in his letter to one 
of the commiffioners, ** To /up- 
pofe their minds lefs firm at the 
prefent hour than they were when 
deftitute of ail foreign aid, even 
without the expectation of an al- 
liance, when upon a day of public 
fafting and humiliation, in their 
houfe of worfhip, and in the pre- 


fence of God, they refolved Yo 


hold no conference or treaty with 
any Commiffioners on the part 
of Great-Britain, unlefs they 
fhould, as a preliminary thereto, 
either withdraw their fleets and 
armies, or in pofitive and exprefs 
terms, acknowledge the inde- 
pendency of the States---would 
be highly irrational Sooner 
than do it, they would commence 
treaties weftward of yonder moun- 
tain.” 

With regard to the prefent 
{tate of the American caufe, the 
following circumftances are chief- 
ly remarkable :--- The Spanifh 
ambaffador at the court of Bri- 
tain, count D’Almodaver, had 
prefented a remonftrance to that 
court, 








Chronicle. 


court, declaring, that wnle/s the 
difputes between the courts of Lon- 
don and Verfailles were fpeedily 
terminated, his. Catholic Majefty 
mujt take an ative part, and no 
longer remain a neutral {pectator 
of the depredations committed by 
the fubjeéts of bis Britannic Ma- 
Jy on the commerce of France. 
A deputation of the merchants 
of Amfterdam have waited upon 
the Stadtholder, and reprefented 
their grievances and complaints, 
with regard to the fufterings of 
their trade and fhipping by the 
Englifh. A reprefentation of 
the fame nature has been made to 
the Grand Penfionary, and a peti- 
tion delivered to the Greffier, to 
be laid before the States General, 
requefting a fpeedy and efficaci- 
ous protection of their trade, the 
reimburfement of all the damages 
and loffes fultained from the En- 
glith, fince the year 1734, to the 
. prefent time. 
The king of the two Sicilies 
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Extract of a letter from Edin- 
burgh, Sept. 24. 
VERY friend to his king and 
country mutt fincerely re- 
gret that feveral negociations be- 
tween Gen, Skene and the revolt- 
, ed highlanders proved ineffectual. 
hey continue in arms upon their 
great natural fortrefs, which they 
are able to defend again{ft many 
regiments. “Ivhey have taken up 
their ground in the moft advan- 
tageous manner, and placed their 
centinels and guards very judici- 
ouflly, They Sosp up their fpirits 
with mufic and dancing, and va- 
fety of animating exercifes, A 
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has ‘ormally declared his ports 
open to our commerce. 

Governor Johnftone in the 
Houfe of Commons, though he 
does not take upon him to ad- 
vife which is beit to perfift in 
the war againft America, or to 
give up the conteft, yet feems 
to apprehend, that bis nation bas 
not force enough to {pare from its 
natural defence againft France, or 
any other foreign enemy, who may 
join in her fupport. 

On the other hand, a treaty 
between the courts of Great- 
Britain, Peterfburgh, and Berlin, 
for the mutual fecurity of their re- 
[pective dominions, is concluded, 

Lord North in the Houfe of 
Commons has {tated many rea- 
fons for continuing the war ; and 
the Houfe has refolved, that 
50,346 effective men, including 
3213 invalids, be employed for 
the jand fervice, for he year 
1779; that £. 8,33,711 be 
granted to maintain them, 
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party of dragoons has come to 
town, but nothing offenfive has 
yet been attempted. ‘This fore- 
noon, two of their officers, both 
beloved by the men, went up to 
them to endeavour to treat ; the 
officers were fairly conducted to 
the top of Arthur’s feat, and har- 
rangued the ifoldiers with a very 
earneft warmth, Mr, M‘Kenzie 
who {poke Erfe feemed to be ve- 
ry eloquent, and tome of the men 
were not lefs eloquent. It was 
expected that an accomodation 
would have taken place, on con- 
dition of being paid every fhilling 
due to them, obtaining aflurance 
that 
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that they fhould not be, fent to 
the Eafl-\ndies; but we are a- 
fraid that things are in a very un- 
fettled ftate, for the magiftrates 
have iffued a proclamation for the 
inhabitants to keep within doors 
when the great alarm bell, called 
the fire bell, fhould be rung as 
it feems the ~highlanders have 
threatened to march through the 
city, and the commander of the 


troops, it is faid, have refolved. 


to oppofe them, 

[Thefe Highlanders are 500 
men of Lord Seaforth’s regiment, 
who, when they were to be em- 
‘barked at Leith, mutinied, and 
marched to a high rocky hill near 
Edinburgly, called Arthur’s feat, 
under pretence of not being paid 
their arrears, and that they were 


fold to the Eaft-India company. | 


List of CAPTURES at SEA. 
Captures from the States. 
Dec. 28, Sloop Elizabeth, A- 
lexander, from Baltimore, taken 
by capt. Ridley, who in his cruize 
had taken 18 prizes. 
Brig Refiftance, burnt by the 
fhip of war Ariel, 
Brig New-Broom. 
Independent American. 
Capt. Clerk from Baltimore 
laden with tobacco. 
Ship ----- from Charleftown, 
Sloop Bachelor, Mullet, 
Sloop Friendfhip, Golley, 
Schooner Redland, Butt. 


Privateer Bunker’s-hill, by 
miftaking the Englith fhips at St, 


Lucia for the French, 
Schconer Neptune, Swain. 
Oliver Cromwel of Botton. 


Ship ---- from Virginia, and 


a brig. 
Privateer Mufketo, 


The Lively,from Weft-Indies, 


Schooner Hope,» 
Schoener Willis, 


The Efpie. 

The Juftitia, and four other 
St. Domingo fhips taken by Ad- 
miral Keppel. 
eer te from the French, 
A thip loaded with mafts from 
Pifcataqua, by the Ariel, 

Ship Lyon of 40 guns, 280 


men. Her cargo, 1400 hogtheads _ 
of tobacco. ‘Taken the 2d of No- 


vember laft, by the frigate Maid- 
ftone, after an obftinate engage- 
ment of feven hours, 

Ship---- with rice, indigo, and 
tobacco, by the privatecr Lampier. 

The Louis le Grand, 

Captures by the French. 

Sloop of war Ceres, of 16 guns, 
the Swift of 24 guns, and the 
W eafel of 16 guns, and feveral 
other prizes by count D’Eftaing, 

A number of privateers, and 
veffels of war, in Europe, See 
page §2. 

Captures by the States, 

Tranfport Sally, Smith, for 
‘Tybee, with two captains, their 
fervants, and 1g artillery horfes, 

Schooner Friendfhip, with flour 
from Quebec to New-York. 

Brig Chace, with rum & fugar. 

Brig Bella, ditto. 

Ship Nancy frofh Glafzow for 
Jamaica, taken by the Maribo- 
rough, retaken by the Experi- 
ment, and retaken again by the 
floop Providence, her cargo dry 
goods, her invoice, £ 30,000 fter, 


Brig Providence from Cork. , 


Sloop ---- with rum and fugar 
for Newport, by a whale-boat. 

A thip with rum and fugar, by 
the Monmouth. 

A veffel with fith, by the Ben- 
nington. 

A thip from London for Ja 
maica, with a valuable cargo. 

A fhip with rum and fugar, a 
two other prizes with coffee and 
molafles, taken by our cruizets 





; 


. 


f sefoyssers 


; 


